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his purpose. Therefore, you will appreciate the
need to grade the wheats which are grown, not
simply by physical appearance, but by tbe
usefulness of the flour they yield.

Australia and New South Wales in partcu.
in,, is capable of growing wheats very suitable
for breadmaking and it is these wheats which
should be milled by the willer for the bread
baker. The softer and weaker wheats, suitable
for other purposes, should not, therefore, be
mixed with the stronger ones. This leads to
serious problems for the baker, and results in
the Australian public receiving bread of less
attractiveness than is necessary.

At one time, good quality wheat (from the
point, of view of the baker) was ass ,ociated
with varieties which gave only a poor yield
per acre, hut this is changing, and already good
breadmaking wheats have been produced which
also crop welt. There is, therefore, a direct
relationship between the consumer who eats the
bread, the baker and the farmer. I believe
that, if the farmers really know what is wanted
and why it is wanted, they will be sympathetic.
This, at any rate, is my impression from the
talks I have already had with growers.

The farmer takes a pride in the wheat h eproduces, but he requires information as to
what is really wvanted. There can be no rule,
either hard or soft wheat can be grown and,
undoubtedly, both wilt be grown. Therefore,
wheat grading to separate the different types
of wheat is essential, if the best use is to be
made of the various types sown by farmers.
The old fashioned system of the Fair Average
Quality standard is not helpfut to the con-
sumer, the baker, the miller or the farmer. It
must, as I mentioned before, be discarded in
favour of grading. In this connection it
should be remembered that atf other wheat
producing countries grade wheat, and it is
necessary for Australia to. do the same.

That a number of you are aware of this
is apparent by the work being carried out or
projected at the Wheat Research Station at
Wagga, the Plant Breeding Station at Our-
lewis, the Experiment Farms, and by progres-
siye growers.

Then, of course, there is the work of your
own cereat chemists, as well as the progressive
aims and ambitions of such organizations as
your Department of Agriculture and your
Master Bakers' Association.

I realise that a great deal of work is i
spired by the thought of the future markets
for your wheat. That when the world's hunger
is appeased, your wheats may have to compete
on an international market and that competi-
tion, will be highly competitive .. . But, for
whatever reason, any work which improves your
wheat generally, or in grading and separating,
must he of benefit to your millers, to your
bakers and to your bread.

This is not the last that will be heard of
the matter in this Chamber. I ask the
Honorary Minister and members-particu-

larly country members-to examine this pro-
posal because I have for some considerable
time, together with others in this State,
realised that something must be done both
in the interests of the farmers themselves
and in the interests of the people who eat
the bread and those that buy our flour,
particularly after the famine period is over.

Dr. Kent-Jones made three recommenda-
tions: (1) abolition of the f.a.q. system;
(2) examination of the proposal to intro-
duce synt1ietio vitamins into flour and the
necessity for a research institute; and (3)
increased technical training in schools for
our young bakers. I consider that to the
farmers, muillers and bakers of thin country,
Dr. Kent-Jones's visit to Australia has been
of the utmost value and his statements
should receive the serious attention of all
concerned. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, diehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.
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ELECTORAL-SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER:- I am prepared to swear-
in the hon. member for Gascoyne.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise took and subscribed
the oath and signed the roll.

MOTION8-CONDOLENCE.

Late Hont. .7. N. Drew, M.L. C.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. H. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [4.32]: I move-

That this House records its sincere regret
at the death of Hon. l-obe Michael Drew, a
member of the Legislative Council, and a
former Minister of the Crown, places oa re-
cord its appreciation of his meritorious
public service and tenders its deep syrn-
pathy to the members of his family in their
bereavement. The terms of this resolution
to be conveyed to the family of the deceased
gentleman by Mr. Speaker.

The late Mr. Drew was first elected to
the Legislative Council in 1900, and he
served there for a period of 41 years. He
was first appointed a Minister in 1904, and
he held Ministerial office for a period of 15
years. I feel that when be took office he
must have faced a somewhat difficult. task.
He was first a Minister in the Daglish
Government, but he very quickly obtained
the respect of all those associated with
him. I remember, in my youth, hearing
members, who were in the Legislative
Council in those days, refer to Mr. Drew in
a most kindly way and all, irrespective of
party, expressed admiration for his sterling
qualities. He -was an able and a kindly
man. I feel that those who were closely
associated -with him will always value his
friendship and the sound advice that he
was able to give them. The history of the
Western Australian Parliament could not
be written unless the name of the late Hon.
J1. M. Drew occupied a prominent place.

HON. r. J. s. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.35]:
I support the motion. There are many
members on this side of the House who
were associated for almost a lifetime, in
the public affairs of this State, with the
deceased gentleman. 'Many others served
with him in various Governments and had
the opportunity not only of appreciating
all of the kindly attributes and great cap-
acity alluded to by the Premier, but knew
that underlying it all there was great firm-

ness, as he believed that his, public office
and responsibilities constituted a great
trust. This House of Parliament suffers,
indeed, a great loss in the passing of such
men as the Hon. J. M. Drew.

HOW. E. t. H. HALL (Geraldton)
(4.37]; 1 hope I may be pardoned for ad-
dressing myself to the motion before the
Chair, as I am a new member of this
Assembly, but I do feel that I would not
be doing my duty if I allowed this occasion
to pass without adding my meed of praise
to the memory of our departed friend. I
think I can safely claim to have known the
late lhon, gentleman longer than any other
member of this Chamber, I was a junior
officer in the P.M.G.'s Department in Ger-
aldton when the late Mr. Drew married.
For sonic years before that I was very
closely associated with him. When, rather
late in life, I entered politics it was with
great regret that I found I could not range
myself alongside of him. It was not to be!
It is in my nature to say what I think, and
when I entered another place I said what
I thought, and I camne in for one of the
soundest thrash ings that any man ever re-
ceived in this, or any other Parliament,
from the gentleman whose memory we are
honouring today. I can safely say that the
thrashing I received at his hands left no
wounds. I may be pardoned for mention-
ing the fact that our late friend, before
he passed to his rest, left a request that I
should be asked to he one of the pall-
bearers at his funeral. That goes a long
way towards proving 'what we all think
about him. It also goes to prove a saying
that we frequently hear, that although we
might have political differences they db not
impair true friendship. I can safely say,
for my part, that that was so with our late
friend.

Question put and passed; members
standing.

Late Mr. W. H. F. Willnwtt, if-L.A.

THE FREEZR (Hon. 1). R. Mc-
Larty-Mrray-Wellington [4.40] : 1 move-

That this House desires to place on its
records its profound sense of the lomss us.
tained in the passing of the late 'Ur. Wil-
liam Henry Francis Willmott, a member of
this House, and that an expression of the
sincerest sympathy of members be conveyed
to his widow and family by -Mr. Speaker.
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1Mr. Willmott was first elected to this
Assembly in 1938 and, as members are
aware, be was returned to Parliament at the
last general elections but unfortunately died
very soon afterwards. it can safely be said
that the late gentleman was the friend of
all members. He had not only the happy
knack of making friends but of keeping
them. I am sure we all watched his fight
against ill-health with sympathetic interest.
He paid close attention to his parliamentary
duties and-there is no question about it-
be looked after the interests of those who
sent him to Parliament. I was much im-
pressed when I attended his funeral-one of
the largest I have yet seen-to find snob a
large gathering of people, many of whom
had travelled long distances to be present.
Rt was an indication to me of the high
respect in which he was held and the desire
of many to pay a last tribute to him. I
feel that when the time comes for us to
look hack upon our sojourn in this
Chamber, especially when we think of the
late Mr. Willmott, we will always associate
his name with pleasant memories.

HON. F. T. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.433:
I desire to second the motion and to express
my complete endorsement of, and to indi-
cate my entire agreement with, the Iremnarks
of the Premier. Henry Willmott wis, in
this Chamber, a figure beloved by all. Not
only did he possess the capacity to make
friends but there was determination on his
part that, whatever his incapacity and disa-
bilities were, he would himself shoulder
them and not share them with others. He
was a man of great courage. I believe, as
T'said in the ease of the late Mr. Drew with
respect to the Legislative Council, this
Chamber is very much the loser by the pass-
ing of Henry Willmott. I hope that in his
stead we shall have in the new member
representing his constituency a man whose
desire and wish will be to emulate the late
member.

Question put and passed; members stand-
ing.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Commonwealth-State Scheme

Costs.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (on notice) asked
the Premier:

1, What were the costs per square as at
the let February, 1947, of two and three

bedroom brick houses constructed under
Commonwealth-State Housing Scheme in
all States in the official figures supplied by
the Commonwealth Department of Works?

2, What were the comparative costs per
square of brick and wooden houses in each
State of Australia for the years 1939 and
1946?

The PREMIER replied:
1, The only information available is that

published by the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Works and Housing which was
compiled in January, 1947. It is as fol-
lows: Brick Houses-Two Bedrooms.-
N.S.W., £.140; Vie., £131; QId., £125; S.A.,
£9.5; W.A., £95; Tas., no brick houses built.
Three Bedrooms.-N.S.W., £130; Vic.,
£122; Qld., £C120;, S.A., £90; W.A., £87;
Tas., no brick houses built.

2, This information is not available.

(b) As to Homes Completed and Under
construction.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (on notice) asked
the Premier:-

1, How many homes under Housing Com-
mission control were-

(a) Completed in W.A. for the month
of March, 1947?

(b) Completed during the months of
Mlay, June and July, 1947, and for which
permits had been issued in the time of
the Labour GovernmentI

(c) Under construction as at the 1st
April, 194797

(d) Represented in contracts let and
for which construction had not corn-
miered at the 1st -April, 1947?

2, How many houses dealt with by pri-
vate ownership were involved in aspects
similar to (a), (b), (c), (d) in question 1?

3, How many houses are at present in
course of construction both by Housing
Commission and private contracts in con-
nection with permits issued and contracts
let since the 1st April, 1947?

4, How many homes have been completed
in respect of Housing Commission con-
tracts approved since the 1st April, 19477

5, How many young married couples arid
couples with one child have been granted
homes and are in becupation of such homes
and which have been approved for sucb occu-
pation since the 1st April, 1947?

25
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The PREMIER replied:
The information required will take some

time to prepare, but it is being extracted
and will be furnished as early as possible.

(c) As to Number of Permits Issued,

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Premier:

1, What was the total number of building
permits issued by the State Housing Com-
mission during the quarters ending the 31st
March last alnd the 30th June last, respec-
tively.

2, How many of these were for the con-
struction of houses-

(a) ini the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country?

3, How many were foi the construction
,of other buildings-

(a) in the metropolitan area;

(b) in the country?

The PREMIER replied:
1, 31st March, 1947-New buildings, 587;

alterations and additions, 410; total, 907.
30th June, 1947-,New buildings, 580; alt-
erations and additions, 463; total, 1043.

2, (a) 31st March, 1947-New buildings,
235; alterations and additions, 45; total,
280. 30th June, 1947-New buildings, 255;
alterations- and additions, 85; total, 290.

(b) 31st March, 1947-New buildings,
267; alterations and additions, 85; total,
352. 30th June, 1947-New buildings, 241;?
alterations and additions, 84; total,'325.

3, (a) 31st March, 1947-New buildings,
32; alterations and additions, 219; total, 251.
30th June, 1947-New buildings, 33; *alter-
ations and additions, 250; total, 283.

(b) 31st March, 1947-New huiltings,
53; alterations and additions, 61; total,
114. 30th June, 1941-New buildings,51
alterations and additions, 94; total, 1445.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

As to South Fremantle Power Station.

'Hon. F. J. S. WISE (on notive) asked
the Minister for Works:

1, Are delays being experienced in con-
nection with delivery of plant and Macbin-
ery ordered in 1944-45 for the South Fre-
mantle Power Station?

2, If so, what are the causes of the de-

The MINISTER replied:

1, Plant and machineryv are now coming
forward for South Fremantle Station.

2, Answered by 1.

COLLIE COAL.
A5v lo Amtalagmated Collieries Leases and

.Employees.
)Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the

Minister representing thc MTtinister for
Mlines:

1, What wa the total area of leases held
by Amalgamated Collieries at Collie at the
31st MHarch, 1947?

2, What was the total number of em-
ployees engaged by Amalgamated Collierios
on such leases at the same date?

3, What was the total number of em-
ployees required under the Mining Act to
legitimately hold such area without exemp-
tion 1

4, What is the present total area of leases
held by Amalgamated Collieries at Collie,
and what is the total number of employees
manning such area?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, 23,606 acres.
-7, 844.

3? 1,320.
4, 23,606 acres. 834 was the average

nutmber of imen employed for the month of
June, this being the latest official figure
availbe,

CHILDREN'S COURT.
(a) A4s to Offenders Charged, etc., and

Probation Officers.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL (on notice) asked

the "Minister for Education:
1, How many boys were charged before

the Children's Court during the years ended
the 30th June, :1946, and the 30th June,
1947?

2, How many were convicted in each of
those periods?1

3, How many were committed to institu-
tions in each of those periods?

4, How many were released on probation
in each of those periods?

5, How many male probation officers were
employed by the Child 'Welfare Department
during the years ended the 30th June, 1945,
1946 and 19471
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The MINISTER replied:
1, For year ended 30/6/46, 834; for year

ended 30/6/47, 744.
2, For year ended 30/6/46, 596; for year

ended 30/6/47, 526.
3, For year ended 30/6/46, 50; for year

ended 30/6/47, 85.
4, For year ended 30/6/46, 32; for year

ended 30/6/47, 29.
5, Two were employed by the Child Wel-

fare Department during the three years
quoted. The second 'was appointed iri
August, 1944, following one of the recom-
mendations of the Commuission formed to
inquire into juvenile delinquency.

It -s intended to further augment the
staff of male Probation Officers by two more
nppointme::fs snd provision has been made
for their salaries in the current year's Esti-
mates.

(b) Js to Retiremnent of SpeciaZ Magistrate.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE (on notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

What is the precise reason for the Govern-
ment's decision to retire the Special Magis-
state of the Children's Court, Mr. Schroeder?

The MINISTER replied:
Quite apart from the fact that Mr.

Schroeder has passed the normnal retiring
age for Public Servants, namely 65; the rea-
son was conveyed to Mr. Schroeder himself
on the 12th Mfay last, namely, that the Gov-
erment proposes a considerable measure of
reorganisation in the Children's Court.

EMU INVASION.

As to Ringlocc Fencing.
Mr. LESLIE (on notice) asked the Minis-

ter for Agriculture:-
1, Is be aware that farmers in the north-

eastern areas whose 4properties are menaced
by emru invasions have found that the erec-
tion of ringlock fencing is the most effective
method of protecting growing crops and
pastures from the enormous losses and dam-
age caused by this destructive pest?

2, Is he aware that farmers in those areas
are unable to obtain adequate supplies of
ringlock fencing?9

3, Can be say what quantity of ringlock
fencing is periodically available in W.A.
from manufacturers and/or distributors,
and how the distribution to farmers and
others is arranged?

4, Will he endeavour to arrange with
manufacturers and distributors to give first
priority in future to all' orders for ringloek
fencing received from ftrmers in the north-
eastern districts who require the fencing for
protection against emnusi

5, If not, why not?9

The MINISTER replied:
1, It is recognised that any well con-

structed netting fence will assist in prevent-
ing damage from emus.

2, Yes.

3, Ringlock netting supplied for the seven
months ending 3sat July, 1947, is approxi-
mately 283 miles. The manufacturer sup-
plies netting to distributors on a pro rata.
basis based on their pre-war purchases.
Distributors place orders based upon the
date of receipt of the order; and, in view of
Lurgent requests frpm all parts of the State
and long standing arrears, distributors con-
sider this method the most equitable.

4 and 5, The Department of Agriculture
relinquished Control of fencing material in
October,' 1945, and is unable to allot priori-
tics 'for filling orders.

CHARCOAL-IRON INDUSTRY
INQUIRY.

As to Terms of Reference and Fees.

Hon7 A. Rt. 0. HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
mnent:

1, When is the proposed inquiry regard-
ing the charcoal-iron and wood distillation
industry likely to commence?

2, What arc the detailed terms of reference
given by the Government to the Commis-
sioner chosen to conduct the inquiry?

3, To what extent were the members of
the board of management of the industry
consulted regarding the question of an in-
quiry before the Government made its deci-
sion to hold an inquiry?

4, When was the board officially advised
of the Governmet's decision to hold an
inquiry?

5, To what extent was the board consulted
regarding the terms of reference?

6, What is the total amount of fees and
expenses per week to be paid to the Com-
missioner in connection with this inquiry?

b
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The MINISTERI replied:
1, The inquiry is virtually concluded. The

final report is awaited.

2, No Commissioner was appointed. Mr.
Alexander Gibson, an eminent consulting
engineer of Sydney, wvas asked to make an
investigat ion.

3, They were not eonsult-d.

4 and 5, The chairman of the hoard was
advised immediately the inquiry was decided
u~pon and with him the general terms of the
inquiry were discussed.

6, Fifteen guineas per day, which is the
minimum prescribed in the scale of profes-
sional charges issued~ by the Institute of
Engineers, plus two guineas per day travel-
ling allowance.

SHIPPING, INTERSTATE.

(a) As to Arrangements for Imported
Building Supplies.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Premier:-

1, Will he advise the House-

(a) the datei of the visit, And the States
visited, by Treasury officer Hop-
kinson to arrange for materials
and cargoes from several States;,

(b) the States visited by this officer?

2, Will he table the reports made by this
officer in regard to arrangements made and
the disabilities associated with materials
supplyI

3, What was the date of the appointment
-of the officers, Miles and Nairn, to procure
materials and arrange despatch from the
Eastern States?

4, Is he aware that the Australian Ship-
ping Board has been for some years the
authority finally concerned with the forward-
ing of cargoes to this State?

The PREMIER replied:

1, (a) 22nd August to 26th August, 1046,
Melbourne, Victoria; 26th August to 29th
August, 1946, Sydney, New South Wales;
29th August to 4th September, 1946, Bris-
bane, Queensland; 4th September, 1946,
Sydney, New South Wales; 5th September
to 7th September, 1946, Newcastle, New
South Wales; 7th September to 13th Sep-
tember, 1046, Sydney, New South Wales;
13th September to 21st September, 1946,

Melbourne, Victoria; 21st September to 24th
September1 1946, Adelaide, South Australia.

(b) Answered by (a).

2, Some of the information contained in
the report was supplied on a confidential
basis, but a copy will be made available to
the hon. member if desired.

3, Mr, Miles, 1st April, 1946; Mr. Nairn,
17th January, 1947.

4, Yes.

(b,) As to Liaison Ofiers and Honorary
Minist eta Work.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Premier:

1, Is he aware that placement of ships at
ports for loading to Western Australia is
arranged weeks and months ahead of such
placements?

2, Is he aware that the officers appointed
by the Labour Government and stationed in
the Eastern States have rendered a wonder-
ful service in Organisation of cargoes and
their despatch 7

3, Will he advise the Rouse what new
ground, if any, was broken by the Honorary
Minister in making supplies available?

4, Is he aware that publicity made by a
Member of his Government in regard to the
availability of materials for building has
been a serious embarrassment to both mer-
chants and builders?

5, Is he aware that many cargoes of com-
modities such as the cargoes of farm
machinery, motor bodies, etc., arrived by

,the "River Murchison" on the 6th May,
1947, and the cement bags, etc., by the "Dun-
troon,' and in connection with which much
publicity was made, were arranged for
despatch to Western Australia long before
the Honorary Minister went East?

The PREMIER replied:
1, Generally speaking, yes, but alterations

are fiequently made.

2, Yes.
3, By interviews with the Prime Minister,

the Federal Mfinister for Suapply1 and Com-
monwealth departmental officers, and by the
establishment of new contacts with commer-
cial interests the provision and transport Of
supplies were stimulated and goodwill for
the future extended.

4±No. .
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5, It has not at any time been suggested
that all cargoes received were the direct
result of representations by the Honorary
Minister, but the following extract from a
communication addressed to her by a
machinery firm is typical of a number of
letters received:

"We appreciate very much indeed your
activity in this direction, and it would p -er-
haps please you to know also that the im-
provement and general interest by the State
Government in regard to the matter of ship-
ping is remarked on most favourably in
many quarters."

KOOLAN ISLAND IRON-ORE.

As to Transfer of Leases to B.H.P.

Hon. A. A. 'M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:

1, H~as any application been received by
him to transfer the Koolan Island mineral
leases from Brasserts Ltd. to the Broken
Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd..

2, If so, will he undertake to have the
question of any proposed transfer referred
to Parliament for decision?

3, If no such application has been re-
ceived, will he undertake to give Parliament
the right to decide any proposal that would
involve the exploithtion of the iron-ore de-
posits at Koolan Island for other than pto-
cessing and manufacture in Western Aus-
tralia!

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, No.

2, Answered by (1).

3, As no application has been received the
question does not arise.

EDUCATION.

As to Use of Shops. as Olassroomn..

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Education:%

1, What is the name of the centre referred
to in his reported statement regarding edu-
cation policy which appeared in "The West
Australian" of the 24th May, 1947, where
two disused shops allegedly wholeheartedly
condemned by the local authority were being
used as classrooms?~

2, On what date were the shops referred
td first used as classrooms?

3, Are the shops still being used for the
accommodation of school childreno

The MINISTER replied:
1, Big Bell.
2, 11th February, 1947, and 17th March,

1947.
3, Yes-but I am advised that building

additions to the Big Bell School havebeen
commenced.

ROYAL COMMISSIONS.

As to Honorary Alinistet~s Attitude.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (on notice) asked
the Honorary Minister: .

In view of her attitude as a private mem-
ber, does she agree with the attitude of the
Government now in appointing so many
coinmissionsi

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
Yes.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty
-Murray-Welling-ton) [5.11]: 1 move-

That the Rouse; unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 4.30 p.m., andl
on Thursdays at 2.15 pam., and shall sit until
6.15 p.m. if necessary, and, if requisite, fromi
7.30 p.m. onwards.

HON. r. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [5.12]:
The Premier discussed with me the proposal
which is now before the House and, as I
understand the position, the suggested altera-
tion in the times of sitting that were
formerly the custom is mainly due to a
(lesire to give country members an oppor-
tunity on Thursday-the last normal day of
sitting during the week, in the early part of
the session-to return to their constituencies.
I am very pleased to note that the Premier
has indicated that there will be no objection
whatever but that provision has been made
for the House to sit after the tea adjourn-
ment on Thursdays, if requisite. I would
point out to the House, however-and I am
sure the Premier will quickly discover this-
that the load which he and his 'Ministers will
he called upon to bear, particularly in the
early part of their experience and in the
first session of Parliament, will be increased
materially by the House sitting throughout
Thursday afternoons. I am sure there will
be very much concern on account of the
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- Ministers thus being unable to be in their
offices during that time. Our practice is
very different from that in the Common-
wealth Parliament. There the Ministers
have offices in the House of Parliament it-
self, and are able to vacate their seats and
be at their desks when required. The cir-
cu1mstances are very different in this Cham-
ber. I do not desire to oppose the motion,
but I say that it may be necessary to amend
this provision relating to Thursdays in order
that the Premier may be able to give his
team a better chance of coping with their
departmental Iwork. If that is so, I shall he
very pleased to consider the matter and sup-
port him later in the session.-

Question put and passed.

GOVE]RNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On the motion by the Premier, ordered:
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Govern-
ment business shall take precedence of all
motions and Orders of the Day.

BILLr-SUPPLY (No. 1), £3,100,000.

Standing Orders Suespension.

On motion by the Premier, resolved:
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and1
of Ways and 'Means to be reported and
adopted on the sanme day on which they shall
have passed those Committees, andI also the
passing of a Supply Bill through all its
stages in one day, and to enable the business
aforesaid to be entered upon and dealt with
before the Add ress-ian-reply is adopted.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

Election of Ckairmaon of Committees.

The PREM.NIER: Before moving that the
House do resolve itself into Commwittee of
Supply, I move-

That the member for York (Mr. C. C.
PerkinLs) be appointed Chairman of Pnm-
Mittees.

Question put and passed.-

in Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: On taking the Chair
I wish to thank members for the honour
they have done me in electing me to this.
position. I hope that, with their co-opera-
tion, I will be able to maintain the high
standard that has been set over the years by
my predecessors in this office. This House
of Parliament in Western Australia enjoys
a high reputation throughout the Common-
.Wealth, and I trust that during this session
pothing will be done that will impair that
reputation i21 any -vay. During the term
for which I am Chairman of Committees I
will endeavour to treat all members im-
partially, irrespective of the side of the
House on which they may sit. With the co-
operation of members I hope to be able to
Jfest with the business of the House effi--
ciently and expeditiously.

THE PREMIER (Hon, D. R. MeLarty-
-Murray-Wellington) [5.17]: I desire to
congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your
appointment to the position of Chairman of
Committees. Ever sInce you first came into
this House you have attended to your Par-
liamentary duties in a diligent manner. That
applies to your activities both inside and
outside the House. I know you have given
attention to the Standing Orders of the
House and, generally speaking, I feel sure
you have qualified yourself for the position
that you now hold. I believe you wvill carry
out your duties efficiently. I now move-

That there be granted to His Majesty on
account of the services of the year ending
the 30th Ju Lne, 1948, a sum not exceeding
£3,100,000.

This is the usual Supply Bill that is brought,
down'rat this stage of every session. Supply
is required to carry on the services of the
State until the Estimates are brovught before
Parliament. The amount of Supply sought
in this Bill is as follows:-

£9
Consolidated Revenue Fund .. 2,4001000
General Loan Fund . .. 400,000
Advance to Treasurer . . 300,000

This gives a total of £3,100,000. By the
No. 1t Supply Act of last year Parliament
granted the following sums-.

Consolidated Revenue Funit . 2,200,00D
General Loan Fund . .. 200,000
Advance to Treasurer . .. 300,000

a total of £2,700,000. The additional amount
sought this year is needed to meet rising
costs, including the increased basic wage,
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whieh resulted in additional expenditure. In
the expenditure from the General Loan Fund
it is anticipated that the Government will
have to meet heavy commitments, partieu-
larly for materials for the South Fremantle
Power Station, which are now arriving. The
period for which it is expected that the Sup-
ply -,sought will last is approximately the
same as in previous years, from two to three
months. At this stage it is somewhat diffi-
cult for me to say when the Budget will he,
ready. I have to leave for the Premier's
Conference on the 13th of this month and
at that conference Commonwealth-State
financial relations are to be discussed. De-
cisions reached there may have some hearing
on State budgets. However, I can give the
assurance that the Estimates will bb com-
pleted and hrought down as early as pos-
sible, when any information desired by mem-
hers. will be given to them.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [5.24):
It is my desire and intention to address my-
self to the Supply Bill, and to deal particu-
larly with financial ,matters, but, before dis-
cussing the Bill or those matters to wjdch I
will later address myself at some length,
there are some pleasant duties for me to
perform. Firstly I desire to congratulate
the Hon. the Speaker on his elevation to
the highest post this House can offer to any
individual. I am sure we will receive at the
hands of Mr. Speaker not merely kindly
consideration, hut evidence that he will leave
his mark through his control of the bnsiness
of the House. I haa not the opportunity,
at the opening of Parliament, to express my
appreciation of Mr. Speaker's talents. In
my view he has outstanding qualifications
for that office. We will doubtless miss him
as the member for Claremont, on the floor
of the House. I recall with great interest
the education, as well as the entertainment
that members received from him on many
occasions. He was sufficiently versatile to
give a discourse on the abilities and the dis-
abilities of the people of Alberta, or to enter'
into discussion on atomic energy. He could,
-at times, leaven such discussion with sug-
gestions as to how in the small hours of the
morning fowlyards should be controlled and
conducted.

I desire also to take this, my first oppor-
tunity, of congratulating the Premier and
those associated with him in his Govern-
ment. It was my desire at the first oppor-

tunity following the defeat of my Govern-
ment to consult with and to advise the Pre-
mier and his senior Ministers-where ad-
vice from me was proper and might be ac-
ceptable to them-and I hope that any sug-
gestions I may have made to assist them
to avoid certain pitfalls and worries found
some merit in their view. It was my desire
that the Premier should enjoy the change-
over, not merely as rapidly as possible hut
as easily as possible. I sincerely congratu-
late him and those of both parties on the
other side of the House who have been
elected as the Government. They will, as I
shall point out shortly, experience oppor-
tunities that have been given to few Govern-
ments, opportunities that follow the inherit-
ance of a healthy Treasury and a buoyant
revenue.

There will be from me, and those asso-
ciated with me on this side of the Chamber,
the keenest desire--interpreting, as I do,
the public anxiety-that we should as a
party give the new Government every rea-
sonable opportunity of carrying out its pro-
mises. I interpret the decision of the public
to mean that such reasonable opportunity
should he given the Government. The Goy-
erment has, in its two parties, twenty-five
seats and, accepting the defeat of our Gov-
ernment in the proper spirit, we are anxious
that the new Government should be given
opportunity to show the public its ability
in that connection. Of the methods that
were used to convince the public, which is
an entirely different matter, I will perhaps
have something to say at a later stage. I
wish also to congratulate the new members
.of this Chamber on both sides of the House.
The new members replaced, in some eases,
men who have held high positions in the
political life of Western Australia over long
periods. Some of the new members cannot,
I submit, expect very long Parliamentary
lives.

* Mr. Leslie: That is only a hope on your
part.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Whatever the length
of their Parliamentary lives, I hope it will
give them much satisfaction and will not
bring them too many disappointments, and
that they will not find the sense of frustra-
tion that they will experience very irksome,
or sufficiently so to disappoint them too
early in their Parliamentary careers. I be-
lieve the standard of public life in this State

31
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is something of which we are all very
jealous, that it is a very important thing,
and that in the influx of new members on
both sides of the Chamber we have men of
high character and standing.

With reg-ard to pair;, although my com-
ments may he considered to be more ap-
propriate on the Address-in-reply than on
the Supply Bill, I wish to make the posi-
tion clear, in ease the Address-in-repl-y de-
bate is not continued today, so that the
Premier will understand nmy desires. The
Premier may rest assured of this, that in
the ease of Commonwealth-called confer-
ences, it will he my pleasing duty to ar-
range that he and a Minister accompany-
ing him shall be granted pairs. That is
only a continuation of common courtesy
and decency in that connection. In addi-
tion, in eases of valid sickness, there will
be no reluctance on our part to see that
members so affected are granted pairs. I
want to make the position quite clear so
that the Premier will have no worry what-
ever in arranging for the absence of him-
self and his 'Ministers where interstate con-
ferences are concerned.

I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Chair-
man, on your selection by the House to be
in charge of our p~roceediflgs in Commit-
tee. I am satisfied that we shall receive
from yon the consideration and courtesy
that you yourself bare expressed as being-
so anxious to extend. To the new members,
my only word at this stage is that they will
find all old members of this Parliament
from either side of the House anxious to
help them and to consider them, anxious to
make their early days of perhaps timidity
or shyness easier for them, anxious to give
advice if advice be sought or considered
necessary by them; and they will find cv-
operators on both sides willing and anxious,
to make their time here happy, comfortable
and useful in the extreme.

The passing of the Supply Bill is vital
to the Government. That it be passed is
necessary to enable the Government to
carry on its functions. In introducing the
Bill, the Premier, handling his first financial
measure, dealt with the matter almost en-
tirely as a formal motion. I realise that,
in his former seat. he did not take very
much part in the debates on Supply Bills
or financial matters and am anxious that

there should be absolute clarity in the re-
cords of this Chamber of the financial posi-
tion of which he might have told us. His
Government inherited perhaps the hest and
healthiest financial position any Government
of this State ever inherited. It is my pur-
pose, therefore, to give in detail the con-
dition of the public accounts as at the times
of his taking over. I think it is pertinent
to observe that this Bill gives to all mem-
bers an opportunity to discu~ss any subject
under the sun, and if, therefore, any new
member is anxious to speak before the
Address-in-reply debate is eontinued-put-
ting the nervous players in first, as it were,
to enable them to get over their nervous-
ness-this will be their opportunity also.

The Premier: Let them leave it 'till the
Address-in-reply, Stick to precedent.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: For my part I in-
tend to confine my remarks to financial
matters, which will include the traversing
of the uniform taxation system that so,
affects the finances of this State. It is
noteworthy that, during the election cam-
paign and since, there has been no criticism
of the finances of the State or of the posi-
tion in which the Premier found himself.
The trust funds position for 1946-47 was
as follows:-

Investments
Cash at bank-

Permanent
amount ad-
vanced to the
Gencral Ac-
count .-

Temporary ad-
vance to the
General Ac-
count f r om
Trust Funds

30/6/1946
E5,31 1.176

2,571,503

£7,882,679

31/3/1947
£E5,486,245

2,426,210

£U,912,435

300,000 30o.0l)(W

£C8,182,679 £8,762,455

Therefore all trust accounts were fully
met. The main road funds, too, showed a
very interesting position as at the 31st
M~arch, 1947, as follows:

Federal Aid Roads (new agree-
ment) 18- . .£90,601)

Federal Aid Roads (new agree-
meet and other works) . .. 19%t,681

'Main roads .. . . 191,201
'Main roads--ontributiou n 136,491

E1,396,473
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Prior to the 31st March, 1947, extensive
reconstruction works were authorised, esti-
mating the expenditure for. 1946-47, to the
amount of £C700,000. Approval was given
for the construction of a new Causeway at
an estimated cost of £45,000 spread over a
period of three years, and this was in addi-
tion to the authorised programme of road
work of approximately £720,000 for the
year 1946-47.

1 should like to comment on the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement, which has now been
suggested by the Commonwealth Govern-
went, and to express my disapproval of
the action of the Commonwealth in the
proposal contained in the new agreeient to
reduce the term from 10 years, which pre4
viously obtained and was requested and
pressed for by me, to a tern of three,
years. The case presented by Western
Australia prior to the new agreement being
formulated and passed by the Common-
wealth Parliament wvas for a continuation
of the 10-year plan and for the formula
as between the States of an area and popu-
lation basis to apply, with, in addition,
special grais to be available to road
hoards from the petrol tax for the pur-
chase of machiner ly. What has happened? I
am hoping that since this is a matter for
discussion at the forthcoming Premiers'
Conference, we shall hear much from the
Premier along the lines not merely of con-
tinning the advocacy of his predecessors,
but also of pressing that the least he will
accept wvill be the agreement that was for-
merly in operation between the States and
the Commonwealth. Otherwise, we shall
have to remind him-and I should be
greatly adverse to doing so-of his sug-
gestion at election time that under no cir-
cumastances would he sit down and be
regarded as a puppet of the Commonwealth.
Therefore he has a magnificent opportun-
itv in this one matter of getting restored
the agreement that was enjoyed over such
a long period.

I understand that the Federal Act was
assented to on the 3rd June of this year,
and it will take; I readily admit, a tre-
mendous effort-I would not in any way
discourage the Premier and his colleague,
the Attorney General-at the next Pre-
miers' Conference to go to the extreme
limit in an endeavour to have the former
agreement restored.

The Attorney General:
campaign has started.

I agree Our

Ron. F. J. S. WVISE: The Minister will
find some excellent matter for a back-
ground. Regarding the. Agricultural Land
Purchase Accounts, this is something
which, strange to say, received the appro-
bation of ''The West Australian" some
time ago-the provision in the Public Ac-
counts for annual contributions to meet
debentures as they fell due. If members
wish to refer to this matter, they wvill find
an expenditure item under the heading
''Premier and Treasurer, flivision VII,
Miscellaneous Services" in the Budget of
last year. Very early in the history of the
previous Labour Government, provision
was made to pay from annual revenue
amounts. sufficient to redeem debentures
for the estates purchased for closer settle-
mnent following the first world-war period.
At one stage the condition of those ac-
counts was very unhealthy. When deben-
tures fell due, there was no money in the
fund or in a trust account to repay them.
From 1936 onwards the total sum paid
from revenue to meet those requirements
was £314,940. The debentures redeemed
from 1940 onwards were as follows:-

Yandanooka 1: . . 126,400
Avondal~le .. .. 49,949l
Bowes . .. .. . 18,000
Jelcobinc .i . . 13201

These sunms, which were set aside, together
with collections from those estates, fell
far short of the needs of the Treasury to
repay the outstanding debentures. In recent
years, however, money has been paid into
an account to enable the Government to
find the requisite funds as the debentures
fell due. The Treasurer also found an ac-
count including sums to be set aside as
reserves for belated maintenance. These
sunms were as follows:-

Deferred ruaintenance'
for public buildings

Belated repairs-Rail-

ways 
.

Replacement of railway
rolling-stock - Pro-
ceeds from sales to
Commonwealth

Amount
ceated.

£150,000

215,000

Balance
at 30th
June,
1946.

£125,552

170,639

144,759 41,192

In connection with loan funds, the total
borrowings approved for 1946-47 was the
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largest sum this State had. ever had approv-
ed at a Loan Council meeting. The amount
was £5,014,000, The amounts used and
sums approved for the 1946-47 expenditure
which were still in band and were still in
hand on the 31st Mfarch, 1947, were as fol-
Jow:-For works the expenditure had
been £1,598,623 during the nine months
from the 1st July, 1940. The conversion
loan expenses were £5,683, and the balance
of £12,000 made a total expenditure of
£2,606,695. Received during April was a
share of the second Commonwealth loan in
connection with the flotation to meet loan
requirements. From that we received
£175,000 during April plus a 'Common-
wealth Savings Bank loan of £390,00. The
position may be summed up in this way;
that the fund available at the 31st March,
1947, for expdnditure during the currency
of the financial year ended the 30th June
last was still £1,002,389. It is interesting
to note some of the major works which
were in hand from that loan programme,
from the loan programme approved for
expenditure in this State from loan funds
as front the 1st July, 1946, The amounts
are as follows:-

Railway Department-
Total

estimated
cost.

z
Re-organisation of workshops

and new machinery . . 10,4,000
Tinder-water storage of coal

and new machinery .. 28,000
Improved Canteen facilities-

,Midland Junction Work.
shops . .. .. 29,000

'Purchase of 14 "IT'" class
incos. from United King-
dom .. . . 210,000

Six Diesel-electric ceaches and
12 trailers . . .. 208,000

Tramnways--
Fifty trolley buses . . . >88,000

Electricity Commission-
South Fremautle Power

Scheme .. .. . . 2,734,000I
Frequency Changer . . . . 270,000
Acquisition of Collie Power

Undertaking and New
Station . . ... . 140,000

Public Works Department-
Fremantle Harbour Works-

North Quay Extensions
East and West . . . . 42,000

Reconstruction of Berths 1
and 2 North Quay .. 125,000

Bell mouthing . .. 26,600
Swan 'River hnuprot'crents-

Imnprovenments to Causeway 50,000

Water Supply in Agricultural Areas-
Stirling Dam -. . 400,000

Goldfields Water Supply-
Mundaring Weir-Raising

wall -. . 425,000
Public Buildings-

Perth Hfospital Construe-
tion .. . . 950,000

Plant Suspense A/c. (Purchase
of new plant) . . 125,000

MAt. Water Supply Department-
42iu. Mein-Cannington, Vic-

toria Park . . ... 87,000
Mt. Yakine Reservoir 1. 56,001)
Various Sewerage Works .. 256,000

lDepartment of Agriculture.-
Midland Junction Abattoirs 72,000

Department of Industrial Development-
Alitnite Production-Chandler 624,000)
Charcoal-Iron and Steel-

Wundowie ... . 400,000r
WeIlipo oI Industries--

Foundry for Chamberlains
Industries .- . . .. 1 80,000

There were some of the notable loan works
put in hand from the loan fund which was
available to the Government and -which put
the Government in credit by an excess of
1,'000,'000 at the time of its taking over on
the 1st April. I think the Treasurer wilt
admit that an inherent budget position
which comes about because of the case stat-
ed for him to the Grants Commission and
which almiost meaint the balancing of thd
Budget, created a remarkable position for
any new government to be put in. There
have been few occasions in the State's,
history where a Government has inherited
such a position. One contribution to the
present and future taxpayers of Western
Australia made in the last few years is due
to the financial milestone in our history. I
refer to the repayment of the deficit for
the years 1945-46 and 1946-47. These de-
ficits would have been £912,000 for the year
1945-46, but that was all repaid, and for
the last financial -year the amount would
have been £675,000, of which £C628,000 was
repaid.-

If these deficits had been in fact incurred
and there had not been any repayment
under Section 6 of the Taxation Reim-
bursement Act there would have been a
continuing charge on the State revenues of
at least £50,000 per annum by way of in-
terest alone. That is a remarkable position
for any Government to have created for it
meant an improvement in the State's
finances of over one and a half million
pounds. The late Government had the
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opportunity under Section 96 of the Con-
stitution Act of presenting the State case
to the Commonwealth Government, and it
did so with the result I have just indicated.
Thrt financing of deficits has been at source
of continuous worry to past Governments.
The manner of financing them has changed
from time' to time.

I will deal now with the method used in
the lpast for raising money prior to the
Financial Agreement of 1927. At that
time deficits 'were financed by bon-owing
under special Parliamentary approval.
Those facilities were granted under the
Treasury Bond Dcficiency Acts, the first of
which was passed in 1916. Although there
was provision for a sinking fund contribu-
tion, this was suspended by Commonwealth
Executive Council minute. Ultimately the
deficits debt was merged in the public debt
under the Financial Agreement on which a
sinking fund contribution of 5is. per cent.
by the State and 2s. 6d. per cent. by the
Commonwealth operated. Up to 1927 there
were occasions when the financing of de-
ficits from loan gave the State Treasurers
considerable concern. U'nder the Financial
Agreement deficits have to be financed by
borrowing- through the Loan Council in the
ordinary way, bitt whereas on borrowing
for public works the State has to pay a
sinking fund contribution of 5s. per cent.
per annum, which is subsidised by a Corn-
nmonwealth contribution of s. per cent, per
annum, borrowing for deficits carries a
sinking fund contribution of £4 per cent.
per annum all of which bad to be found by
the State.

It will be clearly seen that any achieve-
ment in any State that enabled deficits tb
be repaid by what may be termed Eastern
States taxpayers from the common pool of
Comi-monwealth resources widh a very im-
portant payment so far as recurring debt
and liability lor Western Austialian tax-
payers were concerned. As to the amount
still owing for past deficits, the total fund-
ed at 30th June, 1946, was £9,543,092. Past
deficits represent 9.845 per cent, of our
public debt, which is approximately
£97,000,000. If we take the division of
that sum of 9Y2 millions and the proportion
which was funded under the Financial
Agreement of 1927, 4.3 millions still aver-
ages 3Y4 per cent., and it costs £C150,000
per annum in connection with the Budget

of Western Australia. We have represent-
ed in the debts of the past, incurred be-
cause of the interest to meet the deficits,
an annual charge on our Budget of
£E259,000 per annum.

It is very important to note the sums
which have been received by this State as
a special grant from the Commonwealth
Government in recent years. Including
the deficit of £912,000 the grant under
Section 96 of the Constitution was £950,000
making a total of £1,862,000 which was re-
ceived from the Commonwealth in addition
to the uniform taxation contributions for
1945-46. For 1946-47 under the Taxation
Ile-imbursejuent Act we received £747,000
more, quite apart fromy that which we re-
ceived as special grants namely £1,245,000.
In connection with the deficit of £628,000,
1 understand the Commonwealth refused to
pay. £47,000 but the Premier received at
the end of his first financial year £1,873,000
from Commonwealth grants. Taking into
account the recurring cost of past deficits
with other contributions under careful
financial administration, it can be seen that
anything that reduces the State interest
burden must be an importaint contribution.

I say with all modesty and humility that
it has not been the lot of many men in
public life in Western Australia to have
an opportunity of saving the State mnil-
lions of pounds, firstly, in the repayment
of the deficits and secondly in the recur-
ring charges upon them. In connection
with our public debt and interest on sink-
ing fund charges, the charge on revenues
for 1945-46 was £4,083,814. It takes over
£4,000,000 of State revenues annually to
finance the interest requirements of the
public debt of Western Australia. The
public debt incurred in the main by our
producers is represented in the moneys
borrowed for the development of the State.

Mr. Leslie: What year was that?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I refer the hen.
member to the Budget table which will
give him all these! particulars. I submit
that on a budget of approximately 14 mil-
lion pounds that is a very heavy burden.
Our per capita debt as well as our total
debt has shown a reduction in recent years.
I remember a very elevating and instruct-
ive address made on that subject some
years ago by the member for Nedlands as
to the necessity for careful watch to be
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kept on the likelihood of a serious position
arising in this State because of the assets
on which this money had been spent not
showing a return sufficient to service the
debt on the national debt. It is a very im-
portant point in our history that we flid
the opportunity within the national income
to carry a bearable portion of the interest
required to service moneys expended on
public works of the past. All the costs of
public works, railways, land -settlement,
port and harbour facilities, water supplies
and many others are represented in the
£97,000,000. I am sure that if members
will study this position, which is clearly
set out in the 13th report of the Common-
wealth Grants Commission, they will find it
very enlightening.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How do you get
those nowl? We used to have them circulated
at one time, but we do not get them now.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I do not know how
they are obtained. This was sent to me.
I know that six copies arc sent annually
to the Premier's office. Whether sufficient
copies have, in the past, come forward so
as to permit of circulation to private mem-
hers, I do not know.

Hon. W. D. Jo1~nson: Surely members
are entitled to them.

lon. F. J1. S. WISE: I think they are.
I think that copies of these reports arc
available in the library of Parliament, and
I am also of the opinion that extra copies
could be made available to the Premier.
The supply of former numbers will be
found to be very restricted.

The Premier: We will try to obtain them.
Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It is difficult to

obtain them because only a limited number
is sent, unless special application is made.

The Premier: They used to be sent to
all members.

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: That was before
my time in this Chamber.

The Attorney General: No, I do not think
so.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: These reports are
very important documents, and if members
wish to trace the changed circumstances of
Commonwealth-S tate financial relationships
they will get a very fine background in the
13 reports, which have already been made by
that Commission. I would like to quote
from the 13th report of the Grants Coin-

mission, which clearly sets out ab at
October, 1946-a very recent date-the
position not only of Commonwealth fin-
ances, but that likely to be experienced in
State budgets of the future, On page 1G
of that report will be found these words:

State Budgets of the Future.-In future, the
budget. problems of all the States will be af-
fectedl by a combination of many factors, sonmc
of which are clear, while others are obscure-
and difficult to assess, since the Australian
economy is closely linked with, and partly de-
pendent upon, external con ditions.

Federal-State Financial Rlelations.-All
States contemplate post-war works of consid-
erable magnitude, but, owing to the present
dearth of physical resources, it is difficult to
estimate the probable rate of progress of these
works.

The need for improved social services has
been recognised by all governments, and public-
expenditures thereon are still increasing.

Revenues from railways are receding rapidly
from the record levels reached during the war
years, nil future competition from other forum
of transport mnay accelerate the downward
movement. Revenues from racing and lotteries
have reac-hed high levels owing to ablnormal
spending power. There is some douht whether
lMe buoyancy of these revenues will he main
tamned.

The Premier: They are already going
down in racing.

H~on. F. J. S. WISE: The report con-
tinuies:

The salariesR of some State Public Servie
Departments have recently been substantially'
increased, while those of others are at present
under review.

Finally, State expenditures will naturally bt'
nmterinlly affected by the course of priet-
which will depend upon complex relationship.%
between the Australian economy and economic
and financial conditions in other countries.

Federal Fiaue.--Total expenditure diqi
closed in the Federal Budget for 1944-41
amounted to £6l0m., of which 14M6m., win for
war purposes. Expenditure from revenue rX-
eluding taxation collections of 34m. reim-
buried to the States, amounted to f.343.4m.,
while expenditure from Loan 'Fund totalled
2266m. Of the total war expenditure of £4O1mm
evenue provided 9195w. and Loan Funrl4

9265m., compared with E168w. and 1177m., rv-
spertively, in 1943-44.
It will be seen from that that there is U
tremendous expanse in the response attach-
ing to the servicing of war commitments
and continuing war debts which must be
borne hy the Commonwealth for many years;
to conic. The report continues:

Taation (excluding collections reimbursed
to the States) yielded £304.5m. (£4 ]Is. Pd. rt
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head) compared with 974m. (f10 13s. 9d.) in
1938-39. The major items of taxation in
1944-45 wcre Incomne Tax (1181.6m), Customs
and Excise (Mm.n) and Bales Tax (00~m.).

Total expenditure on defence and war
(1939-45) services to 30th June, 1945 , was
£2,ll6mt, of which £729m. was provided from
Revenue and 91,387m. from Loan Funds.

The Public Debt of the Commonwealth at
30th June, 1945, was 91,72 9m. compared with
9397mi. in 1938-39. The debt at 30th June,
1945, was £234 a head, compared with £57 in
1938-29. The annual interest charge o" the
public debt at 30th June, 1945, was 144m. (£E5
19s. 5d. a head) compared with £12Sn. (£1
169. a head) in 1938-39.

Trust Fund balances at 30th Tune, 1945,
amounted to 1137m., compared with 1£24m.
in 1938-30. Of the balance of E137m. at 30th
June, 1945, 253mi. is allocated to the National
Welfare Fund, £14.6m. to the War Damage
Fund and £13.6m. to the Suverammnation
Fund. Substantial balances in accounts con-
ineted with the war largely make up the
remainder.

The Commission concludes that chapter with
this paragraph:

The foregoing brief survey is not intended
:1s a criticism of policies pursued or contem-
plated. Its object is to throw light on sonic
of the consequences of war for Australia as
a whole, and to direct attention to difficult
problems facing the Federal and State Gov-
ernments in their joint and several tasks of
eonserving, reconverting and expanding the
resources of the nation to meet the needs of
peaee-timne conditions.

It will he seen that the changing circum-
stance., of this nation's responsibilities must
bring about a revolutionary change in the
people's attitude to financial problems.
The changed circumstances, which would
have been impossible to contemplate many
years ago, have resulted in the national
debt of the Commonwealth approaching
.C.1o0000000.

I next refer to remarks made during Feb-
1-nary and March last in connection with
this State's attitude to uniform taxation. I
first refer to the amounts this State has had
recouped to it by the Commonwealth follow-
ing the two Premiers' Conferences. At the
first one the sumn of £C34,000,000 was decideyd
on, and at the second a disbursement of
£40,000,000 was agreed to. It is very in-
teresting to note the per capita repayments
to the various States in connection with the
£40,000,00. The advocates for this State
placed, at Federal conferences, before other
State Premiers and the Commonwealth, a
special plea in connection with Western
Australia's special disabilities.

We represented, at no stage, that this sub-
ject wvas approached as if we were mendi-
eaits. We tackled the problem with the
satisfaction of knowing that Western Aus-
tralii was deserving of the greatest con-
sideration, and that the resources of Aus-
tralia, wherever they were-and particularly
those of this State, where they were to be
found-should be developed by Australian
wealth, and by a tax on Australian wealth
wherever it was to be found. That was the
approach to the problem with the result that
after the 1946 conference of Premiers this
Stlate emerged with a per capita repayment,
from uniform taxation, of £6 lts. 10d. The
total list is as follows:-

New South Wales
Victoria --

Queensland.-
South Australia
Tasmania .
Western Australia

Repayment per head
of population.

E a. d.
5 12 11
4 47 6
6 ?6
5- ,94
4 417 11

- 616 10

That result was brought about after many
days of discussion during which the Premier
of this State wvas accused of being obstinate
in the extrenie for standing out for a better
deal for his State, and froni which he
emerged with £740,000 more than from the
previous allocation. Today the States have
very little opportunity to increase their own
taxation, and when we recall that the aver-
age tax collections, including financial
emergency tax, of the two years prior to
uniform taxation, were used as the basis for
uniformi taxation, I think it will be readily
conceded that since then this State's voice
bas been beard and the Commonwealth put
into the position of acknowledging its in-
debtedness to Western Australia.

If we exclude land tax, dividend duty,
totalisator tax, probate duty and stamip
duty there are no fields for the Premier to
exploit. In the unlikely event of his having
the taxation rights returned to him I would
venture the opinion that if he wanted to in-
crease his income from taxation he would
find it diffiult not to increase the tax rates;
in fact, I think he would have to do that to
receive the same increase in spite of the in-
crease in the national income. I Will en-
large on that point a little later because I
have a reference taken from the hon, gentle-
man's policy speech in which he made cer--
tain promises which, perhaps, he now might
wish were not like the spoken word, but
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could he recalled. He will, I dim afraid, find
them in some ways an embarrassment to him
in later times.

But passing that over, I wish to refer to a
eCnmment made in a rather scurrilous way in
a newspaper known as the "Liberal News"
which is the official organ of the Liberal
Party of Australia. I quote from a copy of
January, 1947 in which are rather more than
usually damaging statements9, because they
appear in a journal which belongs to an ac-
credited and supposedly reputable Organisa-
tion hut which cats reflections in the most
unvarnished terms. There are statements
which not only impute motives, but which go
further and affect the public life of public
mn and even intrude into the domestic
sphere which all public men hold as sacred.
This newspaper, however, begs no pardon.
and in its scurrilous statements makes use of
such words as I will quote directly.

Slitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p~m.

lion. F. J1. S. WISE. At the tea suspen-
sion I was about to quote from the official
organ of the Liberal :Party of Australia.
In this issue is one of the mast scurrilous
editorials that one could read in any offen-
sive paper. I believe that several issues
of this paper are in the possession of meal-
bers of Parliament. In those issues are
disclosed tactics that are neither creditable
nor honest. Dealing -with uniform taxa-
tion, the following statement appears*

Liberals should remember Mr. Wise sell-
ing out Onl the restoration of State taxing
powers at the Premiers' Conference.

Because of that statement in this, I pre-
sume, widely-circulated newspaper, and
because of remarks based on it, and used
with indiscretion-even during the heat of
an election-I propase to give the Chamber,
however -wearying it may be, the full state-
mneat that I made at the Premier's Con-
ference in January, 1046, at which so much
success was achieved for the State of
Western Australia. The Premier, in his
policy speech, promised to ha ve the State
resume control of its own finance and to
arrange for taxation reductions on a sub-
stantial scale. His comments on Govern-
menits being puppets of the Commonwealth
I will pass over, generously, as one of his
election-time indiscretions, until we see re-
suits later.

I suggest to the Premier that if he will
study the 80-page report of the proceed-
ings at the Premiers' Conference, the con-
fereace of the Prime Minister and Min-
isters of State held in Canberra on the
22nd January, 1946, he will get an excel-
lent background not merely of this State's
disability, but of the whole picture and
the true position as to uniform taxation as
a means of collecting taxes satisfactorily,
as wvell as the position of the States under
that system. I think it is necessary that
all members of Parliament in every State
should become versed in the diflicult cir-
cumstances that Federal and State finan-
cmal relationships wvill bring to State
Treasurers. I am certain the Premier will
then have a very different attitude and will
find circumastances different from those
that he anticipated during February and
March last and, as I will show later, it will
not be my desire to criticise his efforts for
this State, but I suggest that he has a lot
to live up to. Following the statement of
the ease by the Premiers at the Premiers'
Conference, the Prime Minister became
very angry, I will quote from "The West
Australian" of the 23rd January, 1946.
This is from the report sent to Western
Australia through "The Herald" news
service, not contributed to by anyone hut
at reporter in the Eastern States. The re-
port says-

The six State Premiers, one by one, attack-
ed uniform taxation, explaining the difficul-
ties of his particular State. The Queensland
Premier (Mr. Cooper) was particularly out-
spoken, as was Mr. Wise (W.A.), who said
that Western Australia's difficulties were
such that the State could not be developed
properly uinless it had control of its own
finance. The other Premiers differed only in
detail.

Further down it continues-
Even Mr. Chifley 's accustomed grin was

gone by the time the Premiers had finished
their attack, and he got grimmer and grim-
mer as he replied.

After listening to the Premiers Mr.
Chifley said that the States had not sur-
rendered any sovereign rights during the
wvar, that they had no rights to surrender,
because the High Court ruling on uniform
taxation had made it abundantly clear that
the Commonwealth in peace and war had
prior claim on income tax revenues and
that there would be Very little margin for
them to take after inescapable commit-
menits had been met by the Commonwealth.



[5 AUGoUST, 1947.]

I crave the indulgence of hon. members to
give the statement for Western Australia
as it was delivered. I think it will serve
not merely to clarify the issues, but to re-
fute nasty and unpleasant statements such
as I have read from the ''Liberal News,"'
and which I can quote in greater detail,
used by speakers during the last State
election. It is noteworthy that the ease
for this State as submitted at the Pre-
miers' Conference, receiving, as it did, the
commendation of the Eastern States Press,
did not receive from the Press of this
State any comment, favourable or other-
wise, but the fact remains that the 'Premiler,
in attending the forthcoming Premiers'
Conference, has the responsibility to emerge
successfully with £50,000,000 instead of
£40,000,000, which I claim is what he should
fight for. I quote only from the public pro-
ceedings and not from proceedings held in
camera. The statement is as follows:-

Mr. Wise: It is very obvious, Mr. Prime
Minister, that in your introductory remarks
You made no comment on your submission to
the States or on the States' submissions to
you. It is therefore necessary to traverse
sonmc of the ground contained in the submis-
sions which the States made to you and which
were interchanged between the States. But,
before getting to that point, I think it is
vital that we do not lose sight of the funida-
mentals of this problem while discussing in
a piecemeal fashion only a part of the prob-
lem. There are many aspects that must be
examined. Those aspects include the consti-
tutional, the war-time expediency, the poli-
tical, and the ethical. Taking the first the
constitutional aspect, there is no necessity to
repeat the history and detail of the changes
in the financial relationships between Comn-
mnonwealth and States since framers of the
Constitution wpade their first anticipation as
to the financial requirements of the Coin-
imonwealth and States. The financial needs
of the States were then intended to be assur-
ed. Changes both drastic and rapid took
place, and usually the States were asked to
accept some altered system. It has been the
experience that methods were altered to their
detriment every time financial adjustments
were made. With the int -oduetion of uni-
form taxation for war purposes, the States
rightly feared not only a further intrusion,
but also that a permanent alteration would
lie very prejudicial to their interests.

It would be interesting to imagine what
the views would be of those who 50 years
ago hammered out the Constitution of Aus-
tralia if they were present at this Confer-
ence. These men attempted to weld six
separate sovereign, entities into a Common-
wealth whose resources would be so allocated
that both Commonwealth and States would be
financially sound, Their main problem was
to protect the finances of the States if the

States were to surrender their rights to im"-
pose Customs duties. If those men could
have foreseen the weakening of the States
and the strengthening of the Commonwealth
that has taken place over the past 44 years
there would have been, no Federation. If
their bodies were ever exhumed I am sure
the skeletons would show evidence of convul-
sions. Uniform taxation was introduced for
the duration of the war, and Mr. Curtin said
that, because "of the sheer necessities of
war,'" it was unwise not to leave untaxed
and untouched resources which should be at
the disposal of the Commonwealth for war
purposes. It was the only method whereby
the heavy burden of taxation necessary for
war would be distributed over the people of'
Australia with reasonable conformity to the
priniciple of ability to pay. He said also that
the tax was for war purposes; the Common-
wealth Government had no extravagant plans
for improVing social services, but desired
amendments to existing State services. Mr.
Chifley said that uniform taxation wag neces-
airy because of the inmpecunious positioa of
the Commonwealth and the prospect of a
£70,000,000 deficit; the Commonwealth had
ever-growing greater financial obligations. He
also said that 1,000 tax-gatherers would be
released for war purposes. It was proposed
to ally with uniform taxation what might
he called a modest scheme of pensions for
widows and for the ifirst child to cost ap-
proximately £E1,000,000.

The Cominonwenith Government decided to
apply a uniform taxation scheme for the
duration of the war and twelve months
thereafter. Both Mr. Curtin and Mr. Chificy
said many times that the proposal which the
Commonwealth Government had placed be-
fore the conference was that the States
should suspend the right to impose income
tax for the duration of the war and twelve
months thereafter. Honourable members
present will remember how pained was the
late Prime Minister that the Premiers should
have anky doubt that that wag the intention.
He chided the Premiers; he lectured them;
he told them that various sections of the
community who had the position fully placed
before them had agreed to the curtailment
of their rights which it was necessary to im-
p~ose because of the war. When the Premniers,
nil of thenm with the experience of the past,
had reason to suspect what I initially said,
namely, that this ultimately might prove to
be a permanent plan to the detriment of the
States, we were chided as " Idoubting
Thomases," as people not prepared to accept
the word of the Comimonwealth. That was
what we were told then; now the request is
that uniform tax should remain permanently
with the Com mon wealth.
If I -were to go no further, there is the lie
direct to th statement in that scurrilous
newspaper.

The idea of modest social service schemer
also appears to have gone. During the in-
tervening period income tax collected from
individuals and companies has jumped from
£77,1500,000 in 1941-42 to £215,500,000 in
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1944-45. But reimbursement to the States is
only £32 666 000. Entertainments tax has
gone up 12,060,060. Nearly £250,000 has been
collected in Western Australia, and £98,000
returned by the Commonwealth. Social ser-
vices expenditure which was to be altered
during the war only to iron out inequalities,
has grown from £17,366,000 in 1939-40 to an
-estimated amount of £77,000,000 for 1946-47.
So it is clear that the Commonwealth, when
introducing this ''temporary" schemie in
1942, needed money, without any question or
quibble from the States, for war purposes,
stud to meet the serious position. The Com-
monwealth was in desperate need and we had
to do our utmost in its defence. Now the
Commonwealth needs finance for servicing
war debts, war pensions, post-war reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation, and no-one will deny
its responsibilities or the need for the ut-
most assistance to the Commonwealth to meet
those very important needs and commitments.

First of all, the handing over to the Comn-
monwealth, even under protest, of the sole
right to impose income taxation was tantamount
to the completion of an agreement between
all parties for the successful prosecution of
the war and all that it entailed financially.
The Commonwealth became the trustee with
power to raise money to an unlimited amount
for war purposes nnd the protection of Aus-
tralia. The agreement did not authorise thle
trustee to enter into new avenues of expendi-
ture for the improvement of social conditions
or the expansion of existing ones.

The question. may therefore be asked very
pertinently, without any criticism of the social
services in existence or to be rendered wheth-
-er the application of increasing dependency
of the States on the Commonwealth was an
important factor involved. It is obvious that
the raising of money by taxation from all
States to meet expanded social services pro-
vided by the Commonwealth must reduce
almost to nil the taxing rapacity of the
States, inking it almost impossible for them
to levy tdx. This is evident by comparing
the increase of the amount required by the
Commonwealth in 1946-47, and is very clearly
expressed in the statement that has been sub-
mitted by Mr. Chifley for our consideration.
The Commonwealth's Proposals for altering
the present method take no notice of expen-
diture by the States except on social services.
That point has been stressed by the other
Premiers who have spoken. Those who fram-
ed the proposals believe that' no further de-
velopment of Australia is necessary or, if it
is necessary, that it should be carried out
only by the Commonwealth, or by the States
only if the Commonwealth approves. 'That is
-a very vital aspect of the whole plan, this
patchwork plan that you have submitted to
un-

It should be repeated that the Commonwealth
proposals for the continuation of uniform tax
are bused on the assumption that the only item
of State expenditure liable to expansion and-
whlielt. is financed from the proeeds of income
tsx is that relating to social services. It may
be accidental that the method proposed by the

Comnmonwealth benefits chiefly the two States
whose opposition to uniform tax would most
probably he associated with the provision of
funds for social services. Victoria had a low
scale of socia! service expenditure and imposed
a low severity of income taxation. One of the
chief objections raised by the then Premier of
Victoria when uniform tax was introduced was,
that his people would be called upon to con-
tribute much more to the Commonwealth war
effort than would4 the people of Quecusland.
largely because Victoria had not ''indulged in.
the extravagant social services"' that Queens-
land had introduced, anid therefore Victolria, had
lower income tax. In consequence, Victoria was
penalised under tile uniform tax legislation by
receiving a prop ortionately smaller grant thanj
Queensland. Now Victoria is to be placated.
Tasmania during the past few years has greatly'
increased social servies expenditure and has
been in dispute with the Grants Commission be-
cause that body would not fully recoup to Tas-
mania the amounts spent on such services, the
commission's conttntion being that Tasmania
was providing a social service above the fair
Australian average. The dispute reached such in-
tensity that the Commonwealth Government,
under pressure from Tasmania, appointed n
special committee to investigate the matter. Tbe
commiittee's report hans not been made public.
hult it is significant that thle representatives at'
Tasmania hare heeii helping materially to -01"v
that probliem.

There is a serious difficulty inl referring the
matter to tile, Commonwealth GirllltN Commniv-
sio.. If we were to increase our suii Hl-vicCKs

expenditure mcore rapidly than Vieturizi did, we
would he prejudiced in the report of the cam-
mission and would receive a smaller amount as
a Penalty for having social services higher than
those of time standard States. That is a very
important poin~t if this schema is ever to re-
ceive serious consideratioo. Under the Common-
wclalth 's proposals, Victoria and Tasmania will
receive increases in compensation immed1iately
thle new schema operates.

I may interpolate that one of the seriOUs
difficulties of the future will be the relation-
ship between the Commonwiealth-p rov ided
social services, those provided by the States,
those which are of the average standard of
the States by which is measured by d)he
Grants Commission the allocation or weight
of benefit this State is to receive because of
impaired social services. It is a very im-
portant. point in the whole structure of uni-
form taxation recomapense.

Tasmania will receive a substantial increase
which, it it were applied to Western Australia
on at per capita basis, would mean to us about
£400,000 per annum additional compensation.
One of Western Australia's objections to the
new scheme is that the coat of servicing the
public debt and not social service expenditure
constitutes thle item of expenditure which would
be related to income tax receipts. For massy
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years, Western Australia has imposed heavy
income tax, the receipts from which have
exceeded the cost of social services. I

Tt is a fundamental weakness of the Common-
wealth's proposals that they have no regard to
debt charges or for the 'cost of developing
Western Australia. The cost of development of
the States has been the responsibility of the,
States' Some States have been rapidly developed
and some have been developed more cheaply
thani others. Where the population is small and
the areas are large, development and other costs
per capita and in total must be large. I sub-
mit some examples to illustrate that point.
Would it be said that Western Australia could
neglect such services as the Goldfields Water
Xceme? That does not meet its interest and
redemption charges. Would it be reasonable
that a State constituting one-third of the whole
are-a of Australia should continue to have less
than 500,000 people in it?

If we traced in retrospect the cause of Ion,
losses, we would find that agricultural railways
and all the things that have given to the Com-
monwealth some advantages in value of exports
are very important contributors to the bad posi-
tion reflected in our Budget, and I think that
developmental losses mean much more than mak-
ing too easy some aspects of social services.
Surely development and production, which mean
much effort, are vital to the nation's future!
Australia cannot expect to expand so rapidly as
dluring thle last few decodes. Therefore,
wherever expansion is undertaken, it 'will bn
costly, hut no regard is paid in the plans sub-
mitted to us to the need to maintain Australia 's
present production and to develop latent re-
sources. Production and development of the
whole nation cannot be lightly sacrificed. This
schemse gives no Consideration whatever to the
prospects of such things which have had Aus-
tralia-wide publicity as the Ord River irriga-
tion proposal, a project to encourage popula-
tion in the Kimberleys, that will cost from
£9,000,000) to £12,000,000.

The scheme gives no consideration whatever
to any project for the establishment of power
sc-hemes and the reticulation of electricity to
our sparsely populated areas or to areas where
industry is already established. It gives no con -
sideration at all to comprehensive water
schemes, not only those that the States have
envisaged but also those for which plans have
already been drawn. Take a part of Western
Australia in which I have a particular interest,
the north-west, an area of about one-sixth of
the whole continent. Under this plan, we are
going to meet competition from social services.
The very urgent need for better shipping ser-
vices, refrigeration at ports, better transport,
better air services, and better medical schemnes,
including expansion of the ''flying doctor'' ser-
vices, are neglected in this plan.

The last few sentences clearly show that
there was no originality in some of the sug-
gestions in the policy speeches applying to
the North-West. The report continues--

All things that small populations in isola-
tion are entitled to demand are neglected. It
may be said -that the Commonwealth Grants
Commission would give consideration to our
case and would correct injustices. If there is
truth in that, in any ease there is a lag of
two years, and it is not certain that the Com-
mission would approve of such proposal in the
north-west as I1 have specifically referred to.
What sort of a position would the States, both
claimant States anid standard States, be placed
in if the Commonwealth Grants Commission had
to consider developmental policies which, in
their wisdom, those in charge of administration
had properly investigated, in a State sense, and
wished to apply? The fact that the States
had imposed on them a war-time limitation of
their powers imposes on the Commonwealth an
obligation when the war is over to reach agree-
ment with them on any financial adjustments.
that circumstances may now require. The fact
that the Commonwealth stressed the time limit
imposes on it a great a moral obligation to
endeavour to honlour the political promise, It
is a bad thing if political principles are to
degenerate into political expediency.

The Commonwealth may argue that insofar
as our taxation was imposed to help to meet
loan losses, we are already getting the benefit
in the amount paid to us under the present
uniform tax legislation, and that if these
losses increase our financial needs will be met
by the recommendations of the Commonwealth
Grants Commission. Even if the States do not
spend another penny of loan money, which is
unthinkable, the cost of servicing their Aus-
tralian debt will inlcrease annually if interest
rates are maintained at their preseuit low level
or are kept below 41M, per cent. Our own Aus-
tralian debt at 30th June, 1945, was £50,700,000
and the interest charges for the year 1944-45
were £1,100,000 or an average rate of £3 7R. Ill.
per cent. As our debt becomes cancelled by
the operation of tlhe National Debt Sinking
Fund our interest, paid as sinking fund, in-
creases to 4% per cent.

This is a matter I dealt with earlier in
the evening. The statement continues--
This is a very substantial variation. Increases
of expenditure must occur regardless of whether
you trx to fix the amount to apply today or
in the distant future. One factor to be rememn-
bered is that development in some States com-
menced at a time when it was impossible to
induce pioneers to undertake the work, and
tile costs of development in them were very
high compared with those of neighbouring
States which had the advantages of protected
industries. The tariff has imposed a very heavy
burden on Western Australian development, and
represents a substantial loss in the State bad-'
get. That position has been intensified during
the war. Large sums of money have been ex-
pended by the Commonwealth, at a time when
costs were no consideration in the light of
the national peril. Much of that expenditure
will remain ns a permanent asset of grat value
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in the States where it was expended, but that
is not the ease with Western Australia. My
State is left with no permanent improvements
of substance as a residue of the war. Yet
Western Australia, under the pian, is to receivo
no special consideration except consideration
based on social services expenditure. The sug-
gestion in the plan that variations of other
farms of ordinary expenditure1 that is expendi-
ture on other than social services, can be cov-
ered by a non-icome tax revenue is absurd.
Where is this flexibility to come from?

On this point, if I may again interpolate,
I strongly stressed to the Prime Minister
in subsequent statements which appear ins
this document that it was nonsense to argue
that a State with a population of a little
under balt a million could be expected to
have any flexibility -whatever in revenuesi
when compared with the opulence of such
States as Victoria. I went on to illustrate
this and 6aid-

Let us examine thle available sources--
(a) Increased returns from land tax and pro-

bate duty-the only two substantial avenues of
taxation left to the States: As the Common-
wealth is also already in Iboth fields what is our
chance of getting any substantial increase?

(b) Territorial revenue: our revenue front
land is a diminishing amount and if we dealti
with it properly a portion of our annual return
should be sot aside for development purposes.
We have not been able to do this in the past
and out- hope in the future is considerably less.

Timher.-We need more money, not for
revenue, but for reniforestation and afforesta-
tion.

Mining.-We might get another £10,'000 or
C20,000, which would be a mere bagatele. If
the Commonwealth passed over the tax on gold
it would help.

Dopartmentl.-The greater part of our
revenue fgomn tifis source Conies from interest
earnings. Present low rate for borrowing will
reduce our returns and the invasion of thle
civilian housing Sphere by the Commonwealth
Bank may seriously affect our returns in the
future.

(c) Business undertakings and tradiag eon-
eerus.-Any policy to raise the returns from
these sources will place burdens on development
and secondary industries. There way be a
inargill for improvement in retnrn, but it is
not nearly wide enough to cover our needs.

After making those points, I went on to
may this:

There is no adjustment fur increasing popula-
tion and no provision for variation in con-
formity with the price level. Rising costs and
pegging of price prevent adjustments by, States.
For instance, our railways would need an in,
creasRe of 25 per cent. in fares and freights
to cover increased costs. The weakness in the

Commonwealth plan is illustrated by our antici-
pated deficit, which this year will be a million
pound, -without much increase in social ser-
vice expenditure. This disposes of the eon.-
tention in the Commonwealth ease that "~there
should be enough flexibility in the field of other
revenue items to cover variations in other items
of expenditure.'' And this is before We com-
mence our deferred development programme.

I shall refer more particularly to gold-mining.
Western Australia's gold-mining industry was.
sacriflged for the war. Thou sands of men were
deliberately taken out of it for war employ-
ment. Gold-mining was most seriou sly aff ected,
and is now employing only a small proportion
of the men engaged in the industry in 1939.
This industry was one of the largest contribu-
tors to State income tax, but with the serious!
curtailment of its activities during the war Its
contribution to the State's national income is
noiv very much reduced. If the State regained
the right to impose, income tax before gold-
mining were revived, it is certain that the in-
dlustry could not contribute to income tax in
anything like the proportion collected before
the wvar. To enable the gold-mining industry to
revive substantial assistance will have to he
forthlcoming. I have already said that Western
Australia has not had the benefit of any perm-
wnent industries resulting from the wvar. Its
dependence upon the Eastern States has in-
creased. Western Australia is not able to sell
its primary products in other parts of Au4-
tralia but must dispose of them in the markets,
of the world, often at prices that are nut
satisfactory.

In 1942 thle Conlinonw %ea ltl stressed that ont'
of thle reasons for imposing uniform taxation
was the increasing financial burden of the
Commonwealth and the lessening of State ex-
penditure. The position is now reversed. As
Mr. Cooper has pointed out, the responsibilitie.
of the S~tates have increased greatly since hos-
tilities ceased, and there is now a clamour on
the part of the public for "business as usual''
under peace-time conditions. The costs associ-
ated with developmental works which no State
can deny to its People have increased tremend-
ously. One of the important things in the sys-
remi adopted by the Commonwealth Grants

Commission is the principle of a balanced bud-
get. That is used as a standard. with which
to measure the needs of the claimant States-
That means that there is no opportunity what-
ever for the weaker Staigtes to build up ser-
pluses comparable with those which the stand-
ard states have built up during the war. The
claimant States must be more than parsimonious
because they are living below the bread-line.

Let US look ait the national aslpeet of thit
matter. Some States have been greatly eIn-
richied by money drawn froma all over Australia
as payment for the products of highly protected
manufacturing industries. if all the States in
the Federation, together with the Common-
wealth, supported at policy to tax wealth
wherever it is to be found, for developing re-
sources wherever they are found, not only the
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distant States but all Australia might reap en
advantage from a uniform tax, system. If
the uniform taxation proposals are actually an
effort towards unification, how wvilI Western
Australia fare with fire members Dut of 74 in
Lb6 House of Representatives? New South
Wales has 28 members in the same House.

Not only does Western Australia need all
the money contributed by the State in uniform
tax, or any other tar, hut it also needs addi-
tional money for its resources to tle developed.
It is of supreme importance to Western Aus-
tralia to know bow the Commonwealth is to
arrange to finance our inevitable and heavy
needs. The Commonwealth is silent on that
point.

Whatever merit may be in the uniform tax
proposals does not apply to the eatertainments
tax. Why should the Commonwealth be iii this
field at all? From this tax £240,000 was col-
lected in Western Australia, in 1043-44, but
only Y£98,000 was refunded to the State.

I repent that if uniform tax is to remain
and wealth is to be taxed uniformly irrespec-
tive of its location, 'the formerly highly taxed
States with undeveloped resources should barr'
those resources developed if we are to lie
national in our outlook. I therefore oppose
the proliosnts of the Commonwealth on the con-
stitutional principle involved and oa the actual
demerits of the scheme itself.

floes that sound like selling out to the
Commonwealth? I wvent on to say-
This patching system is extremely unsound.
It could lie safely stated that tbe framers of
the Constitution were anxious to ensure ade-
quate financial resources for the States. Fed,
eration has not worked out that way, and before
we continue with the plan suggested by the'
Commonwealth for a permanent arrangementP
very close examination should be made of thep
financial relationships between the Common-
wealth and the States.. At the appropriate stage
I shall move-

That a conference be arranged between the
representatives of Commonwealth and States
-on a ba-is of representation mutually
agreed upon-to review the whole of the fin-
ancial relationships between Commonwealth
and States.

In the review of income tax the commit-tee
to consider the possibility of adopting
methods wvhich will preserve to the States.-
the right to levy their own taxation while
nt the same time preserving to the taxpayer
the benefits of the adoption of a uniforui
code of taxation.

16 it any- wonder that one becomes very dis-
appointed at tactics such as were used in
this paper fronm which I have quoted, when
those were the facts? I continued in this
strain-
I shall do so because, in my opinion, the plani
which has been submitted by the Commonwealth
merely tinkers at the problem. What is needed

is all examination of the whole of the financial
relationships of the Commonwealth and the
States. Included in that examination should
be an inquiry into the inequalities of the
economic structure of the States with their
need to develop their intent resources in the
interests of Australia as a whole. An exam-
ination of the financial resources available to
Australia as a. whole is involved. There should.
be a clear deaxareatien of the obligations of
the Commonwealth and the States, and a dis-
tribution of the financial resources of Australia
between the Commonwealth and the States in
order to enable each authority to carry out its
responsibilities. If the present system is to
continue, all the States will in time become
claimant States and, therefore, consideration
must be given to tIhe functions and methods of
the Commonwealth Grants Commission in order
to achieve an equitable balance in regard to the
points tlhnt I have mentioned. For income tax:
purposes, the possibility of adopting methods
which will preserve to the States the right to,
levy their own taxes and at the same tunme pre-
serve to the -taxpayer the benefit of the Com-
monwealth Income Tar Assessment Act, should
be examined. We Must have a uniform code
of taxation. We come to this conference know-
inig that the Commonwealth Government pro-
poses to continue the system of uniform tame-
tion, modified by the consideration of only one

fco, namely, social serviees expenditure. We
mRust go farther back. The inequalities as be-
tiveen1 the Commonwealth and the States can be
adjusted only if we are prepared 'to face the
constitutional, political and ethical problems in-
volved.

I regret the necessity' for testing the
Ipatience of this Chamber by reading the
ease I presented. Had I the notes that
I used at that conference, I would not have
worried rait-mbers by reading the statement
I made. That statement was made publicly.
After thive (lays of wrangling, Western Aus-
tralia emerged on a basis better than that
of any other State. I have read the figures
that will be found in the last financial state-
ment and that prove the success, if not the
force, of tlin argument that was used both
to the Prime Minister and to the other
Premiers conecarncd. I think it well to have
it on record without, as I originally intended,
going into the merits and demerits of and
the necessity for ar eon tinuntion of the pre-
sent code of uniform taxation. I think it
necessary also to record the last word of
the Premiers in a joint statement handed
to the Prime Minister at the conclusion ofl
the conference, which statement expressed
the attitude of the Premiers of six States.
This is what we said-

We adhiere without qualification to the state-
ment that we presented at the beginning of this
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conference. We stated that we were opposed.
to the Commonwealth' 1s proposals for a uni-
fied tax system; that we believed that the bene-
fits of uniformity could be achieved while rej
taining the right to the States to levy income
tax; and that the Commonwealth should agree
to a conference between Commonwealth and
States for the purpose of formulating the neces-
sary method. The Prime Minster intimated
that his Government proposed to proceed with
their proposals despite the unanimous views ex-
pressed by the States. As to the proposals now
before us and those originally submitted by
the Commonwealth, we consider the former imi-
measurably the superior. Our acceptance of the
agreed upon proposals is the exercise of a choice
between the tiro alternative proposals in. regard
to a reimbursement payment, and in no way
involves our acceptance of the unified tax
scheme proposed by the Commonwealth

Whether for political purposes or not, the
person,; who had a knowledge ot the State's
case and t6e fight put up by me at that
Premiere' Conference, stooped to very low
methods when a summary of their views is
that "Liberals should remember Mr. Wise
selling out on the restoration of State tax-
ation powers at the Premiers' Conference,"
I was prompted to answer that charge in
order that there might he placed on record
in one doc-ument a clear statement that is
irrefutable, taken from the public proceed-
ings of the Premier's Conference held from
the 22nd to the 25th June, 1946. I now come
to the assrvranee of the Premier regarding
reductions of taxation on a substantial scale.
Those words are to he found in his policy
speech.

The Attorney General: Do you disagree
with that?

Hon. F .1. S. WISE: I agree entirely with
the desirability of a reduction of taxation.
The hon. member knows that. Members oppo-
site cannot in this Ohamber, get away with
the statements that have been made elsewhere.
Here we meet face to face and they must
be prepared to receive an answer to their
statements and to any evasion concerning
the interpretation of my remarks. Both
the Premier and his Deputy-I refer to the
Minister for Education-laimed that in my
comment on the aspect the Premier raised
in his policy speech concerning taxation, I
was averse to a reduction of taxation. They
know that was a mere quibble. In this
Chamber they cannot get away with that.
Let me analyse the difficulties associated
with reduction of taxation on a substantial
scale. That is a fundamental and vital

Point. If the Commonwealth relinquishes
its claim on the £40,000,000 it now dis-
burses, and the collection of that sum reverts
to the Stales, those States would have to
collect at least the same amount for their
own use. I venture the opinion that on the
average Western Australia would have to
pay more tax than now. With the buoyant
national income of the present and the
greater numnber of taxpayers contributing,
taxpayers would Contribute more than the
average of tbo two years that preceded uni-
form taxation. I have no doubt that would
be the position.

The Premier: Substantially more.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I have no doubt
that would he the position. But I also bold
this point of view and I state it with some
convi . tion: That the Premier would find
that if the right to tax were returned at this
stage to this State there could not in this
State be a substantial reduction in taxation
and at the same time a substantial increase
in the services rendered by the State. Thus,
the promises must come side by side. I
would not be at all surprised, particularly
in the higher income group, if a greater
rate would have to apply in Western AuN-
tFralia to ensuLre the same income as we are
getting. This is particularly so, if, as I
hope, the Premier can he a party to con-
vincing the Commonwealth that the total
pool should exceed £50,00,000 instead of*
£C40,000,000.

The Premier: Why do you say
£50,000,000'?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Because in the per-
capita, as well as the per State allocation
of the difference between £30,000,000 and
£40,000,000, we emerged with £740,000 more
than the average collection of the two years
preceding uniform taxation. It is necessary
for the development of this State, and for
its progress under the cont *rol of any Gov-
ernment that, as its responsibilities increase
so must its income increase. I think,
therefore, that an extra £1-0,000,000 distri-
buted between the States on the same basis
as the present par capita allocation-that is
the important point-is necessary for us.
I wish the Premier every success in stating
the case in his way, aind I am sure he will
be ably assisted by his Attorney General-
But I am certain of this that they will have
to come hack to the fundamentals I ex-
pressed in the speech I have rend to the-
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Chamber. I am hoping that when he returns
he can say that Western Australia has again
emerged as successfully as it did in 1940.

The greatest task the Premier has is to
convince the other States that Western Aus-
tralis has latent resources which it cannot,
of its own volition and from its own earn-
ings, develop and that their development,
therefore, becomes the responsibility of all
Australia, and not necessarily from a uni-
form tax applied and controlled by the Com-
monwealth. Also, there should he no apology
for the possibility of recoupment under
Section 0 of the Constitution. There need
be no apology for any advocate of this
State going to the Commonwealth and say-
ing that Western Australia, vital as it is,
being one-third of the area of the Common-
wealth, and vital in population and in de-
fence matters, must receive front the more
highly developed States more than a quid
pro quo; it must get generous contributions
from the States which it has assisted to
establish.

I hope that the Premier will go to his
flirst Premiers' conference--and I am sure
he will-fully convinced of the justice of
his case, and I hope that he will return from
it feeling that much satisfaction is due to
him for any successes he might achieve.
He can rest assured that I %%ill adopt a very
different course from the one to which I
have already referred, if he does so, and I
will he pleased to he generous in acknow-
ledging any achievements of his in that con-
nection. I sympathise with him. I do not
detract at all from any effort he can make
in convincing the other Premiers, as; well
as the Prime Minister, of these things. But,
of course, wishing him well will not help
him, and I make the forecast that he will
not come back with the State's taxing rights
restored. That was, a promise made by the
Deputy Premier during the election, etcsaid
that that would he strongly fought for. Of
course it will; it has been already, hut what
did Mr. Chifley say? He said, "The States
have no sovereign rights to surrender." He
will retain the purse. We must he very care-
ful. If the Premiers press too bard, and he

sy,"All right, take back the taxing
rights," we must make sure that the Com-
monwealth, which will be the first in any
taxing field, under the judgment of the High
Court of Australia, does not leave us really
as mendicants and the impoverished citi-
zens of the Commonwealth.

Those are the things to be guarded against.
Never mind about the attitude that we ap-
proach the matter cap in hand I I care not
for any such suggestion coming from the
other States. I care not for any such attitude
on the part of the Government of New South
Wales or Victoria when they disregard the,
duty that they and their citizens owe to -the
people of this State. I suggest that the
Premier is fully conscious of the rest re-
sponsibility which attaches to him at his
first Premiers' conference. He will have
this consolation, if there he any consolation
in it, that whatever is the result he will re-
ceive the plaudits of "The West Austra-
lian" I hope that they do not turn out to
be a serious liability to him.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[8.16]: 1 desire first of all to offer my per-
sonal congratulations 'to the Premier and
to each of his Mlinisters. on their elevation
to Ministerial rank in this State. It is
given to but very few people in a genera-
tion to become Ministers in a Government.
There are many reasons for that, but we
need not discuss them now. I anm sure the.
members of this Government have already
found, in their short term of offce, that
Ministerial rempon sibilities are more numer-
ous, heaviej' and more worrying than they
had imagined prior to the 1st April of this
year. I do not propose, at this stage, to
say anythi.ng about the political methods
employed during the election campaign, by
the present Ministers, in their successful
endeavour to reach the positions they now
hold, because comments in that regard will
be more appropriate at a later stage of this
speech. I would like also, Mr. Chairman,
to congratulate you upon your promotion.
r am sure you will give to your new position
the very close attention which distinguished
your work in this Chamber during the years
you were member for York without the
additional responsibility you now hare as
Chairman of Committees.

The first Matter I wish to discuss is re-
lated to the inquiry into the charc-oal-iron
and wood distillation industry at Wun-
dowic. The first announcement by the
Government regarding the inquiry was
made on the 14th May last. The public was
then told that the inquiry was to ascertain
the prospects of success for the industry.
It would have been appropriate, and would
have portrayed the mind of the Government
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better if, after the word "prospects of sue-
eess " there had been printed in parenthesis
in ''The West Australian" report, the
words "if any.'' Mfore recently we have
read of a substantial change of front as to
the reason for this inquiry. In an official
(lovernuient publication circulated in this
State last week the public is told that the
reason for the inquiry is to ensure the best
possible use of the resources available. I
van only think that between the 14th May
and the 31st July the Government must
have come into possession of a good deal
of information which indicated to it that
there could be no doubt at all about the
prospects of success of this industry.

The Premier: You are guessing, now.

lion. A. R. G. HAWKiE: I submit that
when a Government decides to hold an
inquiry and at the time of the decision tells
the public that the inquiry is being held to
ascertain the prospects of success of the
industry concerned, and some weeks later
tells the public that the inquiry is being
held to ensure the beat possible use of
available resources, there must in the in-
terval have been a substantial change of
front on the part of the Government. I
want to k-now why this inquiry has not
been held in public. Concurrently with
this inquiry another is being earrie1 on,
by the same M1r. Gibson, into the railway
workshops, at Midland Junction and also,
I believe, into coal supplies. That inquiry
is open to the public and is being reported
in our newspapers from time to time. Yet,
so far as I amn aware, there has not been
one word to the public, offiitly, as to thq
inquiry into the charcoal-iron and wood
distillation industry at Wundoii.

The public was led to believe, only a few
weeks ago, that the inquiry into the Wan-
dowie project was being delayed through
the necessity for a considerable amount of
information to be prepared by officers of
the Department of Industrial Development
to enable Mir. Gibson to proceed, and that
in the meantime he would carry on with
the railways inquiry. More recently, if I
remember rightly, a statement was made
to the effect that his report in connection
with the railways and with Wundowie
would probably be available by next Octo-
ber. Since the time when the statement
was made that Mr. Gibson could not pro-
ceed with the inquiry at Wundowie, no

other public statement has been made to
the effect that he has been able to proceed
with it, yet this afternoon we received
fromt the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment the surprising information that Mr.
Gibson's inquiry into the Wundowie indus-
try is virtually completed.

It is most unfortunate, and unfair to the
public and to those who were vitally con-
cerned with the initiation and establish-
ment of this industry, that the inquiry has
been held in secret. As far as I can under-
stand the position there is no excuse for
that proceeding. Members of two previous
Governments in this State are vitally con-
cerned in the result of this inquiry. Those
Governments were, first of all, the Will-
cock Labour Government which initiated
the proposals for the establishment of the
industry, and, secondly, the Wise Labour
Government which carried on the work of
establishing the industry at Wandowie. I
think members of those two Government-,
might have been offered the opportunity
of being represented before the inquiry, or
on it, in order that their interests, might
have been protected from the beginning of
the inlqiry tmtil its end.

The Premier: Why did you not make

a request to that effect?

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE. I hope the
Premier, after iour months of office, has
realised that he is governing this State now.

Mr. Marshall: He is trying to.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: And that any
move of that description should come from
him and his Governnent. I was waiting for
some public announcement to the effect that
the inquiry was to be commenced aind I took
it for granted-as I am sure most other
people in the State did-that it would be
a public inquiry. As soon as the public
inquiry commenced members of the two
Governments that I have mentioned, if they
had not been offered by the Government the
right to be represented at the inquiry, as
they should have been, would have made
the request to the Government or to Mr.
Gibson to be so represented. I do not de-
sire tonight to discuss the technical features
of this industry, not that I have the quali-
fications to discuss them in detail. I think
it would be improper at this stage, when
Mr. Gibson is probably finalising his report
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and before the inqtiiry has been completed,
for the technical side of the industry to be
discussed publicly.

I do not propose to say anything about
Mr. Gibson, arid certainly nothing against
him, because 1 take it for ranted he is a
man whose integrity is beyond question and
who will base his findings upon the in-
formation and evidence made available to
him in this State, but I would point out
that he will be depending nearly 100 ])er.
tent, on the information aind evidence that
he will receive from the Government's own
technical experts who have been associated
with this industry from the beginning. It
is quite clear that the Government muade mio
effort at all, prior to deciding to set uip the
inquiry, to ascertain whether it was neces-
sary or justified. This afternoon the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development told the
House that there had been no discussion of
any kind with the board of management of
the industry prior to the Government munk-
ing the decision to hold the inquiry.

Mr. Marshall: What was the motive?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I point out
that the board of management of this in-
dustry is set up under a special Act of Par-
liamnent and, apart from the courtesy that
was due to the mtembers of that board, I
believe that, on legal grounds, it was the
hounden duty of the Government or of a
member of it to consult with the board of
management on the question of wvhether an
inquiry was necessary and as to the form
such an inquiry should take, if the Govern-
ment was finally satisfied that such an in-
quiry should be held.

Mr. Needhamn: Perhaps they consulted
the Broken Hill Pty., Ltd.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I make no eonm-
ment at all on that point. I say that Parlia-
ment, passed special legislation to set up a
board of management for this industry and
the Government of (be day, under the terms
of tihat legislation, appointed highly-placed
officers of the Government on the hoard and
also appointed an outsidpr to represent the
workers in the industry. I contend that it
was the bounden duty of the Government to
make every reasonable investigation, to hold
every reasonable consultation to ascertains
whether an inquiry was necessary or justi-
fled. But it did none of those things. In
effect, Ministers slapped in the face the

members of the board of management and
proceeded, without any consultation of any
kind with anyone, so far as we are aware,
and appointed this person from Sydney,
IMr. Gibson, to come here and conduct an
inquiry. If my arithmetic is any good-
and I admit it is not the best in the world
-the Government is paying this man about
£-107 a week on the basis of a 6-day week
and over £130 a week on the basis of a 7-
day week for the work he will carry out in
the Wundowie inquiry.

The Premier: Howv does that compare
with the capital cost of the undertaking-
probably ultimately half a millionl'

H-on. A. R. 0. HAWKE: It does not
matter bow it compares with the capital
cost- what I have stated is a fact, and I
maintain that the Government, before it
committed itself to this inquiry and to the
expenditure associated with the inquiry,
was in duty bound to Make some investiga-
tion and hold some consultation with mem-
hers of the board of management, who have
the legal responsibility of seeing that this
industry is established protperly and upon
the most modern basis possible.

The Premier: That is why the inquiry
is hcing held.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: But there was
a step the -Government was bound to take
before it made any decision to hold an in-
quiry of this sort and the Premier did not
take that step. None of his Ministers took
that step; they ignored entirely, even on
the ground of courtesy alone, the necessity
for consulting with the hoard of manage-
ment, which had been charged by Parlia-
ment to ensure that this industry is pro-
perly established. That is the main
responsibility of thie members of the board
of management. They are paid to do that,
and, according to the Act of Parliament
under which theytkwork, that is their first
and main duty. Yet the members of this
Government did not consider it advisable
to have one word with the members of the
board of management or any member of
the board, according to the answer given
to the Rouse this afternoon by the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development.

The two Governments immediately prio;
to the present one, who were responsible
for the initiation and establishment of
this industry, exercised the greatest care
and precaution in the planning, the design.
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ing and the establishment of the industry.
For instance, our technical officers were in
close consultation for a long period with
the appropriate experts of the B.H.P. re-
garding the blast furnace side of the in-
dustry and in connection with other as-
pects on which those experts could guide
our technical officers. Furthermore, we
sent an industrial chemist from the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development to America
to investigate the most modern methods
applying in that country to the wood dis-
tillation side of the industry and also to
the charcoal-iron production industry of
that great industrial country. Re was in
the United States for six months and, when
he returned to Western Australia, we
found that the plans and designs upon which
the Government was working required no
alteration in principle and not very much
alteration in detail.

At a later date, the Indian Trade Dele-
gation came to Australia. One of the mem-
bers of that delegation was the general
manager of the charcoal-iron and wood dis-
tillation industry at Mysore in India. We
quickly took advantage of the opportunity
of his presence in Perth to enlist his in-,
terest in the industry we were establishing
aut Wundowie. He visited the centre, in-
opreted the industry as far as it wag then
established, closely examined and studied
the desig-ns and plans and every phase and*feature of the undertaking, and his final
judgment was that he wished very strongly
that he could have the industry we were
establishing at Wundowie transferred to
Mysgore, so that he could have a modern in-
dustry to operate instead of the more or
less out-of-date one which it was his re-
sponsihility to manage and control.

We took many other preeantions to en-
sure that the industry should be establishe4
upon the soundest, safest and most modemn
basis possible. I am sire that if the pre-
sent Government had adopted the ordinary
precaution of investigating closely with
members of the board of management the
cautious steps and care taken from the very
beginning, even it would have been satisfied
with what had been done.

I am very concerned about the bad ef-
fect which the decision to hold this inquiry
has had upon the industry, because it has
indeed had several had effects, very bad
effects, costly effects, which will add greatly
to the amount which the Treasurer will

have to pay to Mr. Gibson for his inquiry.
For instance, the announcement of the de-
eision to hold an inquiry into the industry
destroyed the confidence and 'the hopes
which the great majority of people in this
State had in the industry.

The Premier: Why has it done that?!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Because the
natural tendency, especially when an in-
dustry is being established by the Govern-
ment, is for people to conclude immediately
the holding of an inquiry is announced that
something is radically and drastically wrong.

The Premier: I do not think so at all,
Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: I am sure of it,

and I know that has been the effect on thi
industry, because I meet a great many
people from time to time who are interested
in the industry and I have received letters
from many people who have taken an interest
in it from the beginning, and everyone con-
cerned was and is still saying that there must
be something radically wrong about the
place. Ia addition, the decision to hold an
inquiry has fed the ignorant and evil minds.
of many people in this State who, from the
very time the decision to establish -the in-
dustry was announced, have bven prophe-
sying that it would end in total and costly
failure. Many people of this type have in-
vented and spread wilful lies about the in-
dustry and about those most prominently
assciated with its initiation and establish-
ment, Effnd they have done that in the
majority of instances for political purposes.
Probably the worst offender in that regard
is Hon. C. F. Baxter, M.L.C. Furthermore,
this inquiry has had a bad eff ect upon the
industry so far as manpower is concerned.
It has had the effect of bringing to an end,
f or the time being at any rate, the building
programme at Wundowie to house the men
who will work there, especially as key men.

The Premier: Houses are still being built
there.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE. I tell the Pre-
mier--and I am sorry he does not know, he
should-that there has been an interruption
in the house bui~ing programme at Wun-
dowie. If the Government has made a de-
cision in recent days, or in recent hours, to
re-commence that programme the sooner the
Government says so the better, because it
will have a most beneficial effect upon the
manpower position at Wundowie, From iu-
formation made available to me by men
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working in the industry, I know that
a ncmher of capable men have left
beeaine of the uncertainty and because of
housing difficulties, and that a number of
other skilled men, who might have gone to
Wundtwie, will not go because of the un-
certainty in the industry at the present time.
These, men have taken other employment
which will be permanent for them and from
which it will be difficult for the Wundowie
industry to take them when the time comes
for that industry to need them.

I urge the Government to make a public
.tatement as soon as possible as to the whole
position. If Mr, Gibson can give the Govern-
ment some interim report then let the Gov-
ernment publish it at the earliest possible
moment. Surely, if Mr. Gibson has virtually
completed his inquiry into the industry it
should be possible for the Government to
clear the air tomorrow so far as the public
is concerned in connection with this in-
dustry. The Government should be in a
position now-or very soon, judging from
the reply given by the Minister for Educa-
tion today to one of my questions-to say
whether the industry is to proceed or whe'-
ther, because of some fatal misplanning or
mnis-designing, or something else, the in-
dus~try is to be closed down nid never to
operate. So, from the point of view of all
concerned, and in the interests of the in-
dustry in the future, if it is to operate, as
I feel sure it will, the Government bad
better clear the public mind of the doubt
and fear felt by the public at present. I
should hope that Mr. Gibson, when he makes
his report to the Government, would say
that the industry should be continued and
that the Government should-to some ex-
tent, at any rate--follow the plans develop-
ed by the previous Government for the es-
tablishment of a fully integrated iron and
steel industry in Western Australia, because
that was the objective which the previous
Government had in mind when it decided to
establish the industry at Wundowic.

The Minister for Education: Now you are
coming down to earth.

Hon. A. R?. G-. HAWEE: We believed
that it was necessary to test the economicsf
of the industry upon a copwparntively small
basis, and, once the success of that test woe
proved, to use the small-scale industry as
a foundation upon which. to build in thet
future a large-scale, fully integrated iron
and steel industry. I hope it may have been

possible for Mr. Gibson to devote some at-
tention to and make some inquiry into that
vital aspect of the industry.

I want to tell the Committee that last year
the previous Government had confidential
discussions with a man highly placed in the
iron and steel industry in.Australia. We
wade an arrangement with him under which,
in a tour oversea, he was to test out certain
possibilities of the early prospect of estab-
lishing in the State a much wore advanced
form of iron production, with steel produc-
tion added, then would be possible at Wan-
dowie. This man went oversea, He has
since retuirned to Australia and I under-
stand that he has reported to the Govern-
mient. However, the matter is still chafi-
dential and I propose to say no more shout
it except to point out that if Wundowie is
to be the beginning and the end of this
State's efforts in the field of iron and steel,
it will not benefit Western Australia a great
deal in the future. Any Government in this
State should always keep in the forefront
of its mind the necessity for trying to es-
tablish a much more advanced industry after
the economies of the industry at Wuindowie
have proved to be successful: I hope the
members of the Governmwent will keep that
in mind.

The large-scale industry which the pre-
vious Government had in mind was planned
to be established in the South-West close to
the town of Bunbury, which, strangely
enough, played its part at the last election
in assisting to strike down the previous
Government which was planning an industr~y
ultimately of the type I have mentioned
for that part of the State. The estimated
production of charcoal-iron at Wundowie is
:10,000 tons, with 500 tons of acetic acid
and 120,000 gallons of wood naphtha per
year from the wood distillation side of the
industry. The planned or proposed or
Suggested large scale iron and steel indus-
try for the South-West would have a pro-
flu tion at least ten times greater than that
and would, of course, process the iron into
sheet steel and thus greatly add to the in-
dustrial development of Western Australia.
I want briefly to mention some other items
of industrial development in Western Aus-
tralia, because it is probable that I will not
participate ini the Address-in-reply debate
that will be taking place in this House dur-
ing the next fewv days.I
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Mr. Leslie: That is cheering.

H1on. A. 1?. G. HAWKE: Yes; I should
~say it would provide some comfort for the
member for Mt. Marshall.

[Ton. A. H. Panton: I wish the member
for Mt. Marshall would give us that
guarantee.

lion. A. RI. Q. HAWKE: All old mem-
bers arid probably some of the new mom-
hems-if not al-know that there is operat-
ing at Chandler, 30 miles from Merredin, an
industry for the production of potash. This
was established during the war by the Gov-
ernment and has been carried on by the
Government ever since., If the present Min-
ister for Industrial Development has studied
the files in connection with this industry or
carried out careful inquiries in connection
with it, he will have some appreciation of
the -worries, the headaches, the sweat and
the tears, and all the rest of it, that -were
used up in it's establishment.

The Attorney General: Not team, I hope.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE:- Yes, tears in-
edeed!

The Minister for Education:- I can see
traces of a few on the files.

Hon. A. R. G. IiAWKE: I should say
the Minister would. The establishment of
the industry under war conditions was al-
most impossible; but in view of the urgent
need for potash fertiliser for the agricul-
tural industry we believed it was our
hounden duty as a Government to push on
in an endeavour to establish that industry
and put it into production irrespective of
the cost. The cost, as most members bnow,
has been very heavy, and the industry has
operated at considerable loss during every
week it has been in existence. Continuously
there has been carried on a system of re-
search by the State's own technicians,
trained in our own University, to devise -new
ways and means of improving the quality of
the product and of increasing the produc-
tion. I believe the results achieved in that
direction in recent months have been very
ratifying and establish solid grounds for
confidence that the industry will, when the
developmental costs are written off, be able
to produce potash at a price that will com-
Pete with imported potash. If the Govern-
ment triplicates the industry, as was the in-

ten tion of the previous Government, . the
potash industry at Chandler will be able to
produce the whole of Australia's require-
ments, and there Is sufficient raw material in
the Chandler district to enable that to be
done for !00 years to come.k

I think probably every member is fairiv
well informed about the industry now being
established at Welshpool for the production
of agricultural tractors. When in full pro-
duetion, this industry will produce 2,000
tractors a year and will provide employment
of a skilled and semi-skilled character to
over 1,000 people in the industry itself,
apart from the considerable number who
will be provided with indirect employment,
I hope the Minister for Industrial Develop-
mnent has read the files in connection 'with
this industry.

The Minister for Education: I will tell
you in a few minutes.

H~on. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I hope he has.
They are well worth a study; and I say
quite deliberately that it was something in
the nature of at miracle that this industry
was obtained for Western Australia. It was
not secured for this State without a tre-
mendous amount of work and worry; with-
out a tre mendous amount of negotiation
and consultation with the Commonwealth
Government, with different banks, and with
many other people and organisations.
Western Australia is indeed fortunate that
there has been established within the boun-
daries of the State an industry of this size
and importance.

There is to be established in Western
Australia an industry for the manufacture
of wool top;, all arrangements in connec-
tion with the establishment of this industry
having been finalised by the previous Our-
ernment with the South Australian firm
concerned. I understand this industry will
process 15,000 bales of wool a year to pro-
duce 2,000,000O lbs. of wool tops, 1,500,000
lbs. of which wiIJ be available for export to
other States and other countries. It will
be seen, therefore, that in connection with
secondary industries, the previous Govern-
ment achieved very substantial and very
creditable results and what applies to the
field of industrial development in this State
so far as the previous Government is con-
cerned, applies also in respect of every other
field in this State.
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I want to quote briefly from a speech
delivered at Geraldton by the Minister for
Industrial Development dated the 16th July,
in reply to a civic welcome given to him on
that day at Geraldton by the local Municipal
Council, his speech having been reported in
the "Geraldton Guardian and Express" of
the 19th July, 1047.

The M1inister for Education: A good
report, too!I

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Is there a chance of
its being~eorrect-?

Hon. A. R. C. HAWKE: So far as I
know, it has not been necessary for the
editor of that paper and the Minister for
Industrial Development to bkive a public
arguiiient as to whether what was published
was actually said -by the Minister on that
occasion. After expressing some worry he
had about the portfolio of Industrial De-
velopment before taking it over, the Minister
said-

F have sincee found the portfolio of Indus-
trial Developmeat most interesting but per-
haps more diffiult than those of Educat ion
and total Governmnent. In recent. years-_
and I want to be fair to my predeeessorp-
there has been a number of industrial Veu-
tures in this State, both smnail and large,
which have been financed and assisted by the
State Giovernmrent. The majority of these
ventures are today mnaking some contribution
towards tine production of essentials in this
State and in some degree to its export trade.
One or two of them arc somewhat ambitious
and only tine future cnn tell what that ambi-
tion will be.

Speaking- of the Chamberlain tractor indus-
try the Minister said in effect that the flim
concerned promised to make at great contri-
bution to the development of the State and
he had been g-reatly impressed with the
plant already assembled for the industry.

The Minister for E~ducation: Quite true.
I read the report,-anif it was quite a good
one.

FRnn. A. R, G. HAWKE: Members will
see from that p~ortion of the speech made
by the Minister ait Geraldton that he very
fairly and frankly confessed that the pre-
vious Government not only had ideas in
regard to secondary industries in this con-
netion but indeed had ambitions ideas and
acted upjonI them, which is probably more
then he might have been inclined to do if
he at that time had been a Minister-

The Minister for Education: Do not work
on in series of assumptions.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE :-and had fol-
]owed his naturally conservative inclination
in connection with a matter of this kind.
Whether that he so or not, does not matter.
The fact is that he publicly said that the
previous Government had achieved a con-
siderable amount of progress in the field of
industrial development.

The Minister for Education:- I think,
incidentally, I used the plural.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE. So the fact is
established, out of the mouth of the Minister
himself, that the previous Government did
have ideas, some of them ambitious in regard
to industrial development. I have no doubt
that each of the other Ministers, if he 'were
to tell the truth about the department he
controls, would say that his predecesspr in
otfice had many ideas, and good ones, and
that he put many of them into practice.

The Minister for Education: And some
very bad ideas too.

H~on. A. R. G. HAW KE: I wish to quote
now from an election advertisement issued
by the Country and Democratic League.
This is where I come to a brief considera-
tion of the political methods used during the
election campaign by the parties to the pre-
sent Government. This advertisement carries
a youthful photograph-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And not so very good
looking.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: That is a matter
of comparison. This is a photograph of the
then leader of the Codintr-y and Democratic
League. He is still the leader of that
organisation, -but he is now, of course, the
Minister for Industrial Development, and
Deputy. Premier, This advertisement is
authoxised by Hugh A. Leslie of 07 St.
George's-terrace, Perth. This is what it says
in part in connection with that portion of
my speech which I have just expressed-
"Everywhere you can see the muddle of
Labour's administration. No materials."

Mr. Styants: There are cobwebs every-
where.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Which, of
course, was and is a lie. It goes on to say,
"No houses." That was and is a lie. It then
says, "No transport." Which was and is a
lie.

Mr. Marshall: They knew it wben they
wrote it.
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H1on. A. R. G. HAWKE: The advertise-
ment states, "No education," which was and
still is a lie. "No hospitals," which was and
still is a lie; "In fact, no ideas," which was
and still is a lie; "No enterprise," which waks
and still is a lie; "No progress," which was
and still is a lie.

The Minister for Lands: Tell us what you
said about the Causeway.

H-on. A. RI. 0. HAWKE: This proves
that the campaign carried on by the parties
of the present Government, prior to the last
election, was one based largely on lies and
half truths. If these lies and half truths
had been created and circulated ignorantly
there could not have been so much complaint
about them, but when they are created and
circulated wiLfully then of coarse the posi-
tion is entirely different; and any Govern-
ment which wins its way to power by the use
of such methods cannot hope to have a long
term of office, or a very pleasant one. But
it can certainly look forward to a sticky end
when the end cobies I

The Premier: I am afraid you are suffer-
ing from the sting of defeat.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWK'E: Not in the
slightest degree, and the Premier cannot
escape from his personal association with
advertising of the sort I1 have mentioned,
because other advertisements, issued by the
Liberal Party, will be produced here. They
contain as many wilful lies as does the one
which I have just read, and those Liberal
Party advertisements must have had the
personal approval of the present Premier
before they were issued.

The Attorney General: We will produce a
few, too.

Hon. A, . G . RLAWKE: I think I am
saying nothin g but the truth when I remark
that the election, by making it impossible
for me to continue as a Minister of the
Crown, probably added ten years to my life.
On that account I have something to be
thankful for. I am not the slightest hit
hurt, disturbed, sore or sour because of the
defeat our Government suffered at the elec-
tion.

The Premier: You do not give that im-
pression.

Hon. A. R, 0. HAWKE: I am not con-
cerned with what impression I give the
Premier. I do not want to talk about my-

self, but if the Premier cares to make in-
quiries about me-and I do not care how
many years be goes back-he will find that
whepnever defeat has come my way I have
accepted it without complaint, more parti-
cularly when it has come as a result of the
decision of the people democratically ex-
pressed at the, poll.

The Minister for Lands: They will decide
that again in the future.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE. If the 'Minister
for Lands has anything worth saying, and
be speaks up instead of mumbling in his
whiskers, I wilt reply.

The Minister for Lands. You have a hell
of an opinion of yourself.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWTKE: We can ignore
the infantile outpourings of the Minister for
Lands. As a matter of fact, I understand
that the main worry of his colleagues is in
connection with the extra outside size in bats
that be now finds necessary! f

I want to say a few words about the deci-
sion of the Government to retire the special
magistrate of -the Children's Court, Mr.
Schroeder. I can quite understand the legal
members of the Government-and there are
four of them-being a .nxious to retire Mr.
Schroeder, and appoint a legal man in his
place. I wvell remember the outcry which
took place when Ml. Schroeder was first
appointed. It all came from the legal pro-
fession. They condemned his appointment
in wholesale fashion and prophesied that he
would, as magistrate of the Children's Court
become hopelessly boxed up in the first few
weeks with the legal aspects of this, that
and the other, and that the Court would be
thrown into a state of more or less confusion.

Mr. Schroeder's service, as special magis-
trate of the Children's Court has, of course,
disproven all that, and has won for him a
very high place in the estiniation of nearly
everyone in Western Australia. The reason
given by the Government for his retirement
is not at all convincing; in fact, it is the
weakest excuse or reason that one could pos-
sibly imagine. There is no logic in it. In
effect the Government says that, apart from
Mr. Schroeder's age of 65 years, it is in-
tended to reorganise the Children's Court, to
establish it on a new and wider basis, to
give it greater powers and so on. If that
be so, I suggest there is no one more suitable
or better qualified to set this proposed re-
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corganised court off on the proper footing
than the man who has been magistrate of
the Children's5 Court during the last ten
.years or i0.

The Minister for Education: That is en-
tirely a matter of opinion.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- Surely his prac-
tical experience over the last ten years or
so would 'be invaluable during the first six
or 12 months of the proposed new court.
Surely the new court would have a much
better chance of success--we all desire that
it should achieve success--with Mr.
Schroeder as its special magistrate, than it
would have with an entirely new man in that
position. I have no doubt that this is the
reason for the decision of the Government
to retire Mr. Schroeder, but I have some
doubt as to whether it is the real reason
behind the move first made to retire him.
Many weeks ago-early this year-Mr.
Schroeder told me that he had had a severe
disagreement with a man who is a Minister
of the present Government, and that the
gentleman concerned had threatened him
with dire consequences if he were ever in
a position to take action against Mr.
Schroeder. I propose to search much more
carefully into this phase of the matter, as
it could be that one member of the Govern-
ment is using his position to victim ise the
special magistrate because he dared to give
a certain decision early this year. If my
further investigations prove what I think
they may prove in this regard, the matter
will be discussed again in -this Parliament.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What about another
Royal Commission?

Ron. A. R. 0G. HAWKE: If the Govern-
ment had retired Mr. Schroeder because he
had reached 65 years of age-

Mr. Marshall: A magistrate continues to
70 years of age, under the Act.

Hon. A. R. G.- HAWKE: Not all. Those
appointed under the Stipendiary Magistrates
Act carry on until they are 70 years of age,
while those appointed under the Public Ser-
vice Act retire at 65 years of age. If the
Government had decided to retire Mr.
Schroeder on account of his age, there could
not have been much complaint about the
decision, except that this Government since
coming into office has appointed other men
over 65 years of age to carry out important
Government 'works. I therefore suggest that
the Government cannot say it is retiring a

man partly because he has reached 65 years
of age, while at the same time taking into
its employment men already past that age.

I wish also briefly to discuss the recent
increases in commodity prices in this State.
On Monday last housewives in the South-
West land division were called upon to pay
YAd. more for each 2-lb. loaf of bread pur-
chased. Housewives in the metropolitan
area and the South-West land division were
called upon to pay more for bread tickets
than they paid previously. The South-Wiest
land division takes in many towns such as
Bunbury, Albany, Geraldton, Merredin,
Busselton, Northam, Toodyny, Rellerberrin
and so on, and thousands of housewives
in the State are, since this Government came
into office, paying more for their bread.

The Attorney General: Through the
agency of the Commonwealth Government.

Ron. A. R. 0. HAWKIE. They are pay-
Ing more for other commodities that have
increased in price since this Government
took office.

The Attorney General: That is entirely
through Commonwealth action.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: flat is?
The Attorney General: Price-fixing.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- Is that correctf
The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKS: floes the

Minister sty, the Deputy Prices Commis-
sioner in this State is responsible for in-
creases in prices?

The Minister for Lands: You cannot in-
crease prices without his sanction.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKtE: The Minister
for Lands is looking at this matter in a
superficial way. The Deputy Price Com-
missioner is in effect only a sort of yard-
stick or super accountant. On the applica-
tion of a manufacturer, a distributor, a
shopkeeper or someone else, he examines
the application for an increase in prices.
He studies the cost. He allows, certain
margins for profit and other items and, if
he considers costs of production have in-
creased sufficiently to warrant an increase
in price, he authoriss the business-man con-
cerned to make that increase.

The Attorney General: And he operates
under the Commonwealth prices regulations.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:; I am glad the
Attorney General is so well informed in
this matter, because that has been my in-
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formation also, but before dealing further
with that point, I want to make it clear that
the Deputy Conmnissioner of Prices is no
more actually responsible for increased
prices than is the'man in the moon, because
he allows such increases only when costs
of production or distribution or some other
costs to the business man concerned have
increased. Therefore, costs of production.
are not always necessarily completely under
the control of the Commonwealth Govern-
went.

The Attorney General: Almost entirely.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That is not so.
They could be under the control-es-
pecially in this State-of the State Arbi-
tration Court, because the great majority
of men and women working in this State
work under awards or agreements of the
State Arbitration Court. I now go back
to the information that the Attorney
General was good enough to offer a few
moments ago, that prices are fixed by the
Deputy Prices Commissioner in this State
under legal authority given to him by the
Commonwealth Parliament and, subse-
qluently, by the Commonwealth Government.
That is extremely interesting information.
I amn surprised that the Attorney General
is in possession of it.

The Attorney General: If it is wrong,
tell me how it is wrong.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I1 intend to do
that and to quote the authority of the
Liberal Party of Western Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Surely that party
never makes a mistake!

Hion. A. R. G. HAWKE.- I have no doubt
that either the Premier or the Attorney.
(oeners!, or perhaps both, saw a proof of
that statement before it was published in
"The WVest Australian" during the recent
election campaign.

The Attorney General: We do not see
those statements, any more than you do,
but I have no doubt it is right.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWVKE: I am glad that
the Attorney General is in no doubt that
the statement in this advertisement is cor-
rect.

The Attorney General: Read it,
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE- I intend to d%

so. It stated-
The Arbitration Court gives, but the Labour

Government takes away! Housewives! A word
about that So. increase in the basic wage. How

Labour robs the worker! The worker fondly
imagines be haa had a real s. rise, but his wife
-the soundest little economist in the country
-knows otherwise. She knows that extra in-
come tax takes its toll. Shes also knows of the
increases which have recently been made or
which are about to be made by the Labour Gov-
ernment in the price of cigarettes, clothing and
tea.

The Attorney General: Is not that t rue?7
Hon. A, B. 0. HAWKE. The advertise-

ment continued-
Increased Tail and road fates and increased
water rates are next on Labour 's list. The
housewife knows that this is the Labour Oov-.
ernoiut 's cunning method of turning the in-
crease of the basic wage into a cruel and bitter
fare

So it is surprising, and indeed pleasing, to
find the Attorney General now educating
us to a knowledge that prices are under
the control of the Deputy Commissioner of
Prices by legal powers given him by the
Federal authority.

The Attorney General: By the Federal
Labour Government.

The Minister for Lands: What was the
date of that advertisement?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE : I will pass it
over to the Minister. He seems to be very
suspicious-minded.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all.

Hon. A. R. G. HIAWKE: I hope the At-
torney General is not going to be an indi-
vidual of the type who would say that the
advertisement was meant to apply to the
Commonwealth Government.

The Attorney-General: It dloes refer to
Federal matters.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: As a matter
of fact, any man carefully reading or hear-
ing the advertisement read and honest with
himself must frankly admit it was invented
and Published for the purpose of mislead-
ing the womenfolk of this State into be-
lieving that the State Labour Government
was responsible for the increases.

The Attorney-General: I do not agree
with you.

Hon. A. It. G. HAWKE: Then I say
that the Attorney-General is assuming a
mental obscurity that does him no credit at
nil. As a matter of fact, if one carefully
reads the advertisement, one will find that
the prices of -cigarettes, clothing and tea
are mixed up with the phrces of rail and
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road fares and water rates. What has the
Commonwealth Government to do with rail
and road fares and water ratesT Nothing
at all! This was one of the most discredit-
able and dishonest tadvertisenients issued
during- the election campaign. Even though
the Attorney-General or the Premier might
not have seen and approved of it before
publication, neither of them subsequently
said publicly anything about its dishonest
character. So I say that here again is addi-
tional proof of' the highly discreditable
methods used by the leaders of the Govern-
ment parties during the recent election camn-
pa igil in what proved to be a successful en-
deavour to obtain Ministerial office. There
arc, in the very scheme of things, certain
inexorable laws which operate-

The Attorney-Genearal: T quite agree.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- -to strike
down in due season those who employ such
methods to gain promotion, office or power.

The Attorney-General: I shall quote
something to the hon. member.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKLE: Therefore those
laws will operate to defeat this Government
in due season, though when that will be, no-
body can say. Perhaps one of those inexor-
able laws struck at the Government last
Saturday when the Pjlbnra by-election was
held. Whether it did not have a candidate-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: T could read some of
the Liberal Party literature sent 'up.

The Premier: I did not take any part in
the election.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- Will you deny that
Liberal Party literature was used?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWICE: No douht the
Liberal Party had a candidate in the field.

The Premier: I wish I could have helped
him.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: No doubt the
Premier does, but, bad be offered to help, the
candidate would nu-t have dared to accept it.
There are other items I shall discuss during
the session and as opportunity offers and, as
I think the occasion appropriate, I will per-
baps find it necessary to criticise the Govern-
ment in some matters, to praise it in others
and to assist whenever it proposes to do
anything, or is actually doing something,
that is in the best interests of -the State.

THE MINISTER rat EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Ratanning) [9.25]:- I
have listened with very considerable interest
indeed to the remarks wade by the member
for Northarn, particularly in regard to cer-
tain matters now under my charge. Unfor-
tunately, a great portion of his remarks was
based on a number of suspicions, suspicions
which I should say were completely un-
founded and for which he had little, if any,
justification. I refer first to the obvious
assumption made 'by him that the inquairy
which was directed into the .lWundowie char-
coal-iron and steel industry was aimed at
the closing down of that industry. I tell
him that the phraseology which was used in
the first and practically the only public
statement which I made on behalf of -the
Government in regard to this matter, and
which he quoted himself, was a true state-
ment of the Government's intention to ascer-
tain the prospects of the success of the in-
dustry. A little later in his speech, when he
referred to an integrated iron and steel in-
dustry in the State, I said by way of inter-
jection, "You have now come down to earth,"
because so far as I was concerned-and I
say this without any fear of successful con-
tradictiox-I was responsible for the in-
quiry being, held, and it was because I was
concerned about the importance of the pos-
sibility of having in Western Australia such
an iron and steel industry of which Wun-
dowie would form a part, and because I was
satisfied that without some further inquiry
and investigation the Government could not
lie clear as to the future prospects of both,
that I suggested the inquiry be made.

The member for Northam made a great
point about the fart that, in coming to a
decision as to whether this inquiry should be
held, the Government-as I told him this
afternoon-did not before that time consult
with the board of management. One of my
ideas of the responsibility of government is
that the Government 'should come to a. deci-
sion in a matter of this kind. It is unlikely,
in my opinion, with every respect to the
members of the board, that they would have
thought it necessary to have an inquiry into
something upon which undoubtedly they had
spent, in conjunction with the member
for Northern, my predecessor in office, a
great amount of time and which in my
view -they -were satisfied was the best
that could ha done. But as I also
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told the member for Northarn this after-
noon, as soon as this inquiry was decided
upon, before it was conimened-bcfore any
preparations were effectively made for it-
discussions took place with the chairman of
the board.

The-second suspicion Which the hon.
member appeared to have was this; That
we anticipate that the report of Mr. Alex-
ander Gibson, when it is received, will be
of such a nature as to lend the Government
into the belief that the industry ought to
be closed down. That it, purely an assumip-
tion, which is based and can be based on
nothing but imagination. There has not
been one word anywhere, at any time, to
indicate that that is the desire of the Gov-
ernment or that it will be the likely result
of the report. Indeed, I will go no fur-
ther than this, but I think I go f"r enough
when I say, that the very fact that the
building of more homes on the Wundowip
towusite having in comparatively recent days
been authorised is an indication of what 1,
at least, believe. It was my responsibility
to autborise them.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- I hope you will
make a public statement about it, elaborat-
ing what you have just s aid.-

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
told the member for Northama this atfter-
noon that the inquiry wva virtually ccii-
eluded and that 1 was now awaiting the re-
porL. It would not be proper for tue to
anticipate the report and therefore 1 nni

prepared, as I stated, to go no further than
I have just said- As soon as the report
comes to hand and it has been examined by
myself at least, thenl I have no0 doubt A'hal-
ever that publicity will he given to it. T
desire to assure the member for Nort ham
arid. indeed, the whole Comniittee, which i.,
or muen more importance, that this inquiry
was entered upon in the hope that advice
would be received which would place it be-
yond all reasonable doubt that the industry
could be prbeeeded with and which would
suggest any improvements likely to he eon-
ducive to that end. As f say, I cannot at
this stage give a definite indication of what
the engineer's; report will be, although I
have no reason toD think that it will be other
than satisfactory to those who are inter-
ested in the development of the industry.
The member for Northam observed that the

inquiry had destroyed eonfidencu in the in-
vlustr3; Well, I would say that that i6 stv
muchl Ionsense.

lion. A. V. G. Hawke: Yet it is true,
unfortunatrely.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
woutl say, on the other hand, that the fact
tliat all inquiry has been held by a person
whos is undoubtedly an expert andl ai man1
of vast experienlc wiVU, if the industry is
to, be carried oit, establish in the public
ltlid~ the vcrlaity that it ought to be car-
ried on and will be carried on efficeiently to
a tar greater degrec than could have been
oir was the case before the inquiry was in-
stigated.

lin. A. It. GI. Hlawkc: In the meantime,
it hias destroyed a great amount of confid-
11ice.

The MINiSTER FOR EDUCATION: It
hans destroyed no confidenee at all; or, if it
lias, it has done so in persons who couldl
Fnakv very little difference to the ultimate

uevors of the industry. There is nobody's
min in the industry except Government
money. There is a very considerable amount
of (Governmnent nmoney in the industryv, andl
in nn- view the amount will be greatly in-
creas~ed before this industry cank be brought
to a condition where it will be a valuable
contribution to the State. We expect, or I
hope, amnyway, to recoive advice as to what
that exp~endliture oughit to be andi in what
directions it s houtld lie employed in order to
aebiei-e that end. I find in my movement-,
arounid the State, and they are fairly ex-
tensire, that the greatest satisfaction baas
been expressed at the decision of the (Gov-
ernmntt top take the action which it took
in this mater. There was no political sic-
niticancev in the inquiry at all. Our awl
was to ensure that whatever resources were
available should1 lie used to the beat advani-
tage. If that is the result of the inquiry.
which I am very hopeful it will be, thenk
I shall bie very satisfied and I have no doubt
that the member for Northam, will be very

-Ntisfied too.
llim. 1. R, G. THawke- I most certainly

will he.

The INISTER FOR EDUCATION-
The member for Northam) also referred to
hi confidential discussgions 'which hand beent

taking place in regard to an integrate-d iron
and steel industry in this State. Those dis-
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cussions being of a confidential nature, as
he said, it is not for me at the moment to
disclose them, except that I can tell the
member for Northamn that they are still
proceeding. In regard to the Chandler in-
dustry, there are very different considera-
tions. It is quite obvious, as' indeed it has
been all the time, that that industry was
established because of the need for potash
for war and agricultural purposes during
the war. That need could not be met from
other sources. I have regarded this indus-
,try, and I regard it now, as a gallant
though somewhat expensive attempt on the
part of the then Government of Western
Australia to provide something that -was es-
senitial to the state.

I do think that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has not lent the support, up to
date anyway, to the work done there and
the expense the State was put to that it
should have lent. After all, as I under-
stand the position, the supplies of potash
were essential for the carrying on of cer-
tain industries in Australia. The efforts at
Chandler made some contribution to those
supplies and yet, notwithstanding the signi-
ficance of this activity in regard to the war
and agriculture during the war period, up
to date the whole capital expenditure has
fallen upon the somewhat slender re-
.sources of the State. In addition, while im-
ported potash has to some degree been sub-
sidised by the Commonwealth Government,
there has been no direct assistance of that
nature rendered to any product that came
out of Chandler. So it still seems to me
that there is a clear ease for the Common-
wealth to render some direct assistance in
this matter and an approach has been mode
to it on that subject.

The research work done there in recent
months does, I think, indicate that a very
substantial improvement can be made in
the product and that in all probability if
the results of those experiments turn out as
well as are expected we shall have an ePx-
ceptionally high grade product which can
be used with advantage. But there will be
a very considerable amount of further capi-
tal expenditure involved if that state of
affairs is to be brought about, and we are
now facing up to the position of ascertain-
ing just what is required and just how this
industry at Chandler can be made to earry
on successfully.

Had it continued on the basis of produc-
tion prior to these experiments being re-
garded as successful, the loss would have
been so colossal that there would, in my
opinion, have been no option but to cut
that loss by one means or another, unless
there was substantial assistance from the
Commonwealth. But the more recent re-
search does hold out a prospect that the
industry can ultimiately be made self-sup-
porting if the Capital cost is not too high
and if a ready market can be found f or the
production. That appears fairly easy at
the moment but, of course, this is a long-
term proposition, and if one is going t&
indulge in the considerable extra expendi-
ture required, one has to have some cer-
tainty of markets in the future, if one is
to be assured of a reasonable margin of
success.

Honk. A. H. Pauton: Does that not apply
to most things?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Of
course it does, but one has to form a judg-
ment and then back it. That is the posi-
tion, and at the present moment I think we
can say that the judgment is in process of
formation ana the question will be answer-
ed as early as possible as to what is best
to be done. The hon. gentleman was good
enough to make somec passing reference to
a few remarks I made at Oceraldton. I
seek no commendation for them. As I3 put
it at the time, I believe they were fair.
That does not mean to say I offer com-
mendation for all the activities of the pre-
vious Governments in regard to industrial
development. I advised the hon. member
to u~se the plural, because I think it was
the plural I used at Geraldton. But it did
mean to say that in regard to certain in-
dustries I had in mind at that time, there
was a considerable contribution made by
the activities displayed during the period
that those Governments were in office. But
I would like to observe at this stage that
there is an old saying that opportunity is
a fine chance.

Hon. A. H. Panton: By Jove, you ought
to use it now!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. memaber had 14 years of that op-
portunity and I have had about four
months.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- I would not talk
about 14 years too much!
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
II do not produce in 14 years as much as
the hon. member did It will be very suir-
prised.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You will be sur-
prised all right!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Notwithstanding,'that I am prepared-an&l
have done so publicly at a civic, reception,
as the member for Northam reminded me-
to make recognition of what has been done
by those preceding Governments, of all of
which I think I can say he has been a mem-
ber, I trust ,that at some future time when
a similar opportunity may present itself to
him, he will not be backward in taking
similar action where it will be similarly
justified.

Mr. Rodoreda: Not during an election!
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I will do that

early next year.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

-would like to say, too, in regard to the
Chamberlain industries, that I am still of
the opinion that was an ambitious project.
Unfortunately, however, the activities of
Chamberlain industries have been very c2on-'
siderably delayed by factors entirely out of
the control of anybody in Western Austra-
lia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a shame! I
thought you would bpe able to blame the
Government for that.

The MI1ThSTER FOR EDUCATION:
No. It is mainly due to industrial difficul-
ties in the Eastern States. In consequence
the hope that the works would start some
reasonable production by the end of this
year at the latest has, I am afraid, had to
be postponed. Nevertheless, it is true that
the plant and equipment there, obtained.
mostly from Commonwealth Disposal;, is of
a very high character indeed; and if we re-
tain our optimism and industrial troubles
do not continue to beset the prospects of
the industry, there is a reasonable hope
of its being a very great help to Western
Australian agriculture.

Unfortunately, the final financial ar-
rangements with the Commonwealth had
not been made at the time of the change
of Government in Apri last, and a great
deal of negotiation is still necessary before
the actual coat of the machinery and plant
that have been provided can be ascertained.
In any event, it is quite clear that the

State Government will be assuming a
fairly considerable responsibility in respect
of these works and will therefore be vitally
interested in their success. The negotia-
tions to which I refer are still'taking place.
The exact figure has not been arrived at,
but I am hopeful it will be in a very short
time.

Hon. A. R. 0, Hawke: The Common-
wealth Government will, of course, give the
State Government a guarantee for part of
its financial responsibility.

The ;AINTJSTER FOR EDUCA.TION:
Yes, there is a guarantee for part of it.
That is true; but it is not a very substan-
tial part of it, when one reviews the
whole of the expenditure that will be in-
volvred.

The only other matter I desire to mention
is that of the retirement of the special
magistrate of the Children's Court. Here
again the remarks of the member for Nor-
tham were obviously based on a series of
suispicions, all of which I state quite definite-
ly are completely unfounded. My answer
to -the question this afternoon was that in
addition to the matter of age, the -reason had
been given to Mr. Schroeder himself that
the Government proposed a substantial
measure of re-organisation of the Children's
Court. Nobody had any influence on the de-
cision to remove Mr. Schroeder from his
position, save myself; and I had no com-
plaint or vendetta against the special magis-
trate such as was suggested by the member
for Northam.

I could, however, find sufficient evidence
on the files of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, and sufficient evidence expressed in
two or three instances by my predecessor
in his communications, to warrant me in the
belief that it would be impossible satisfact-
orily to re-organise or carry on the Child-
ren's Court with Mr. Schroeder in his pre-
sent position. I therefore recommended that
reasonable and decent steps be taken to re-
tire Mr. Schroeder, and that has been done.
I was extremely reluctant to make any such
reference about Mr. Schroeder, as I have
now been forced to make. I would have
much preferred to have left it as it was,

6twhen the member for North am impugns
any member of this Government for conduct-
ing a vendetta against him for personal
reasons, then he has to be told the truth.
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke. We had better
have an inquiry into this matter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think the hon. member had better have no
inquiry at all! It was, ats I have said: un-
reasonable to suggest that the task of con-
trolling a reorganised children's court, f or
a considerable number of years, should 'he
entrusted to the magistrate who was In
charge of the court in the past. In my letter
to the magistrate, and in the public state-
ment I made, I gave him cedit-and I do
now-for the service he has rendered. But
I will not allow the member fbr Northam
or anyone else to suggest that there were
any personal reasons of the nature he ex-
pressed, that had anything to do with the
suggestion that Mr. Schroeder should be
retired.

li-on. A. R. 0. Hawke: Would the Gov-
ernment make a judge of the Supreme Court
available to inquire into this matter?

The Attorney General: Repeat your state-
meat outside and it might go before a judge.

Eon. A. H. Panton;- That is the quickest
way.I

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
know that the member for Northam was very
interested in tim appointment of Mr.
Schroeder. Unfortunately he appointed him
in such a way that he was not entitled to
any privileges. Mr. Schroeder was not ap-
pointed under the Public Service Act. He
was not entitled to long service leave--he
has had no leave for some years-and he
was not entitle to superannuation. He was
appointed by the member for Northam as a
special- magistrate of the Children's Court
under no particular Act, and he bad no par-
ticular privileges. It fell to my lot, there-
fore, to determine whether that appointment
should be extended for a further period, or
whether it should come to an cud.

I came to the conclusion, on what I believe
to be perfectly proper grounds, that the
best thing to do -would be to have some
change, and that change will take place.
Allowances equivalent to what Mr. Schroeder
would have received had he been appointed
in some recognised way under some Act,
carrying with it the usual privileges apply-
ing to officers of the Public Service, will
be granted to him upon his retirement, and
I have no doubt that that treatment of the
matter is extremely reasonable. As far as
I am concerned, any suggestion of victimisa-

tion, which has been made by the hon.
gentleman is so much nonsense.

Hpn. A. R. 0. Hawke:- You will probably
hear more about 4jt during the session

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
conclusion, a great deal has been said about
the election advertisements, and so forth, that
bavp been mead -by the hon. member. Time,
and opportunity, I have no doubt, will be af-
forded me to bring before this Chamber
samples of similar things produced from
time to time by publicity experts of the
Labour Party, that are, in may opinion,
equally, if not more objectionable.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is no answer-

RON. 3. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) 19.66]:- Although I Propose shortly
to condemin the Government for 'a certain
act of commission, which I consider blame-
Worthy, I nevertheless desire to congratulate

'the Premier and his Ministers upon their
elevation to office. They have achieved suc-
cess, and whatever I might have against
some of the things that they have already
done I do, without reservation, congratulate
them upon that success. To you, also, Mr.
Chairman, I extend my congratulations.
From my observation of you in this Cham-
ber, o'-er a period of years, I am satisfied
that you will carry out your task with effici-
ency and impartiality. The Government
may he somewhat impatient at the delay in
the passagoe of the Supply Bill, but so far
as I ami concerned the Government has
brought it on itself. I believe that the new
Cabinet should be afforded every chance
tb make good its undertakings, and that is
not to he donr' in two, three, or four months.

Policies dealing with housing, education,
transport and such matters, cannot be
proved in a mnatter of two or three months.
The Goverument must be given ample time
to try itself out in connection with these
tlhings, and I am Prepared to give it that
time. But there are other matters which,
do not come within that category. For
examle had the Government decided at the
election that it was in favo'Ur of the 40 hour
week, and had, shortly after attaining office,
taken steps to oppose it, it would not be
necessary to wait two or three years to see
what was to happen. Such a fact should
be pointeil out immediately. The matter
with which I propose to deal is one of that
nature. The Government might say that
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I could withhold my remarks until I get
the opportunity on the Address-in-reply.
But I might have to wait a fortnight for that.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This matter is of
such a nature that I should take the earliest
opportunity-and this is the first I have
had-of letting the people know what has
actually occurred. it is already more than
two months bild and I AM speaking on this
Bill not because I desire to delay Supply to
the Government. Supply is very neces-
sary, though I think I can show this
Government is unworthy of it-but because
I wish to ventilate at the earliest oppor-
tunity this serious act of commission. I
say deliberately that the Government
obtained control of the Treasury bench by
fraud.

Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke: Thdre is no doubt
about that.

Ron. J. T2. TONKIN: When I use that
word, which is an ugly word, I do so with
a full sense of responsibility as a member
of Parliameint, and a full appreciation olj
the fact that such a charge should never be
laid unless there is adequate proof of its
truth. There are four lawyers in the pre-
sent Cabinet and they will know whether
the definition that I propose to give is cor-
reet. Fraud is a false representation of
fact made with a knowledge of its falsehood
or recklessly without belief in its truth, with
the intention that is should be acted upon
by the other party and, actually, to induce
him tu act upon it to his cost. I propose
to show that that definition fits exactly what
has been done by the Government in the
matter that I desire to ventilate. I have
here a cutting from "The West Australian"
of the. 14th March, the day before the elec-
tion.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: The Ides of March.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It contains the
final appeals of the three different party
leaders. In the column setting out the
Liberal Party's policy appears the follow-

iLiberal Polity is efficient impartial admin-
istration of the people's business, cutting out
waste, aking appointments to public offices
according to ability and knowledge.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: Good Heavens[I

The Premier: What is wrong with that I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Nothing!
The Premier: I agree.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I say it is a very
commendable policy, unequivocal and im-
pressive, calculated to gain the support of
the people, which it did. That policy was
not declared haphazardly. It was wefl
thought out and every clause in it was in-
eluded for a reason, the last part, whieh
I shall read again for a special reason-
"Making appointments to public offices ac-

cording to ability and knowledge." Mem-
bers well know that there had been some
disturbance of the public mind, a few
months before the elections, owing to the
appointment by the Commonwealth of Mr.
Mountjoy to the C....and Mr. MeKell
to the Governor Generalship. The Premier
knew full well that there was a possibility
of capitalising that to a considerable ex-
tent and, like an astute politician, that is
what he did. I do not blame him for it
as it was handed to him, and he would have
been foolish not to take the fullest advan-
tage of it. That part of his policy, which
he enunciated, was deliberate. fle wished
to show the people that he would not do as
the Commonwealth Oovervment had done
in making appointments such as it had
made, but that any appointments he would
make would be according to ability and
knowledge. I say the Premier did not make
that offer to the public honestly, and that
is why it is a fraud, because he bad no in-
tention of carrying out what he had said.
To prove that he was capitalising the situa-
tion and that he knew -what he was saying,
I will quote what he said regarding the
appointment of Mr. MeKell. I quote from
"The West Australian." -

Grave concern, Appointments criticised.
Liberal Leaders' comments. It will be a bad
day for Australia if the appointments to the
service of the Commonwealth are to be deter-
mined for reasons of political rewards and not
on the grounds of knowledge of and fitness for
the duties of the post to be discharged.

That was the Premier's opinion. As to the
appointment of Mr. Mountjoy, "The West
Australian" in a leading article had this
to say-
Such barefaced Government exploitation of
the dominant party's opportunities of political
patronage.

Mr. J. L. Paton, President of the Liberal
Party, referring to the appointment of Mr.
Mountjoy, said-
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This was purely a political appointment anid
if the Government possessed any honesty of
purpose it would have admitted as much with-
-out trying to make lame excuses.

Attempts were being made to stir up pub-
lic opinion against such appointments on
the grounds that the appointees were not
fitted for the positions to which they were
being appointed. TL wish members to recall
that nobody was being sacked to make way
for Mr. Mountloy or Mr. MeKell, as the
vacancies existed, and, whatever might be
said or whatever opinions might be held about
the fitness or unfitness of those men for the
positions, they were not displacing any-
body. But Mr. Paten, "The West Austra-
lian " and the Premier thought that was all
wrong, and that appointments should only
be made according to ability and knowledge
for the Job. I repeat that, in his policy
and his offer to the elector;, the Premier
made his statement deliberately, with the
intention of capitalising what had occurred
in the appointments of 'Mr. Mountjoy and
.1r. McKell. The question I desire mem-
bers of -the Committee to decide is whether
that statement by the Premier was made
by him honestly, with the intention that it
should be carried out, or whether, in fact,
it wani false representation made without
any belief in its truth. I hope to prove
that the latter was the case. This Govern-
ment took omfie on the 1st April.

Mr, Needh am: A very appropriate day.
The Premier: For a childish mind.

lon. J1. T. TONKIN:. Within six weeks
it fell down badly on the policy enunciated
by the Liberal Leader. It so happened that
appointments to the Dairy Products Mar-
keting Board came uip for review. The
consumers' representative on the board
was 31r. P. J. Ryan. He was the president
of the District Council of the A.L.P. Mr.
Ryan had been on the board for fo9ur years,
during which time he had served efficiently
and with complete satisfaction to all in-
teres4ts, including the producer interests on
the board. In proof of that, I propose to
quote what was said at the final meeting
that 'Mr. Ryan attended. The minutes of
that meeting read--

The chairman expressed regret that this
would he the last meeting at which Mr. P. J.
Ryan would be present, as his term~ of office
would expire on the 7th June and his appoint-
ment had not been renewed. He spoke in
appreciative terms of Mr. Ryan's services on
the board arid, through the board, to the dairy-

ing industry. Ue believed that 'Ar. Ryan had
capably and efficiently represented the intereets
of thle con sumers, and his connection with con-
sumner organisations and bodies had peculiarly
fitted him as a consumers' representative. All
members spoke in laudatory terms of Mr.
Ryan's work on the board, producer members
particularly referring to the sympathetic atti-
tude adopted by Mr. Ryan at all times towards
producers. All the members expressed regret
that Mr, Ryan Is term of omfce was about to
end, A presentation was thea made to Mr.
Ryvan on behalf of the members of the board.

The Premier: That is not an unusual
thing for fellow-members on a board to do.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN : There was no ques-
tion hut that that was the opinion of all
members of the board and of those asso-
ciated with Mr. Ryan. I remind members
that producers' representatives very-jealous-
ly safeguard their interests, and are not
likely to commend a man who is antagonistic
to them and their interests. Without ex-
ception they praised Mr. Ryan and spoke
in laudatory terms of his work on the board.
Mr. Ryan was a main who bad rendered four
years of service on the board and, in the
words of the chairman, was peculiarly fitted
for the task he was performing. What hap-
pened 9 The Minister made no inquiries as
to who Mr. Ryan was. He did not endeavour
to ascertain whether he was a success or
otherwise. Mr. Ryan might have been the
most outstanding man in Western Australia
for this job, but the Minister would not
know.

The Premnier: How do you know the
Minister did not make any inquiries 9

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I will tell the Pre-
mier, if he will give me an opportunity.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Premier is at
most impatient old man?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Neither does the
Premier know. Without the Minister know-
ing this man, or knowing whether or not he
had been a success, Mr. Ryan was put off
the board and another man appointed in
his place. Is it just a coincidence' that the
name of the other man was Garnett Hawkins
Philp? The Honorary Minister in another
place, who is administering the legislation
dealing with this board, happens also to be
named Garnett.-Garnett Wood. Is it merely
a coincidence that the man who was ay,.
pointed to the board was also called Gar-
nettY

The Premier: it is.
Wn10. J. T. TONKIN: We will see.
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The Minister for Works: Do you allege
otherwise?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not allege any-
thing. I am asking a question.

The Attorney General: What if the man's
name bad been "Jack"?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Jack is not an n-
common name, but Garnett is.

The Premier: Oh, dismiss it!

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I will not dismiss
it like that; I want some information.

The Minister for Works: This is about
tbe weakest thing You have ever put up.

Ron. 3. T. TIONKIN: What is Mr. Oar-
nett Hawkins Philp's fitness for this posi-
tion? .Was the appointment made by the
Government according to his ability and fit-
ness for the job? So, without inquiry as to
the ability or knledge of Mir. Ryan, ho
was put off the board after four years of
service.

The Premier: I think you are quite wvrong
about no inquiries having been made.

H1on. T. T. TONIQN: I am not-
The Premier: You should know better.

Lfon. J. T. TONKIN: Did not the Minis-
ter for Lands meet Mr. Ryan in the corridor
the other day when he said he did not know
him?

The Minister for Works: That could
easily he so.

Hon. J. T?. TONKIN: Was this appoint-
ment a Cabinet decision or the decjsion of
the Minister?

The Minister for Works: You will find
*that out.

lion. J* T. TONKIN: Perhaps the
Minister will be surprised at what I know
about this matter.

The M1inister for Lands: I will tell you
one thing: I will not talk to you in the corri-
dor and then repeat what you say in this
Ase.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister did not
talk to me.

The Minister for Lands: That is all right,
you know!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Don't you infer
anything about me.

The Minister for Lands: You were there.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I was not there.
The Minister for Lands: That is all right.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You know I was
not there.

The Minister for Lands: I was looking
at you and was talking to you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister was
not looking at me, and, what is wore, I was
not within 12 yards of him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
memher address the Chair.

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: Very well, Mr.
Chairman.

The Minister for Lands: I spoke to him
when I was in front of you, and you said
it was time to go home.

Hon- J. T, TONKIN:- I was not.
Mr. Mlarshall: At any rate, the Minister

did not know Ryan.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: What is the good
of the Minister saying that and endeavour-
ing to cast aspersions oa me -when he knows
that I stood at the door of the lobby and
beckoned Mr. Ryan to come out, and that
I was not within earshot to know what ha
had saidI

The Minister for Lands: I do not.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I did not hear a
single word the Minister said.

The Minister for Lands: That is good;
I was talking to you.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: What I tell the
Minister is this, that the appointment of
Garnett Hawkins Philp w as absolutely
contrary to the undertaking of the Premier.

The Premier: He was not appointed be-
cause of any political affiliations he may
have, because I do not know what they are.

Hon. T. T. TONKIN: Was it on aecohint
of personal relationship?

The Pgeinier: No, not even on account of
personal relationship.

The Minister for Lands: Fitness for the
job.

Mir. Marshall: What would you know-
ab~out his fitness for the job7

The Minister for Lands: I will tell you
about that, too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: All I know is that
no inquiry was made as to Mr. Ryan's
peculiar fitness for the job. That did not
matter at all. All that mattered was that
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Mr. Ryan was the president of the A.L.P.
so he had to be got rid of, and as quickly
as possible.

Mr. Styants: He had the taint of the
Trades Hal

non. a. T. TONKIN: Irrespective of his
peculiar fitness for the job he was marked
down for dismissal, just as, I suppose, are
other members of boards who front time
to time have supported the principles ad-
vocted( by the Labour Party.

The Premier: I think vou will be mis-
taken.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I hope I shall be.
The Premier: I think you will be.
Mr. Marshall:- Do not give us that sort of

stuff!1

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: The earliest moves
by the Government do not reassure me on
that point.

The Minister for Lands: I will tell you
of something your Government did in making
appointments some years ago.

Hon. A,. H. Panton: I believe in the policy
'Of spoils to the victors.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is an inter-
esting sidelight to this matter because I
told Mr. Ryan before he was p)ut off the
board that he would go.

The Minister for Lands: That is why you
did not deal with the matter while you had
the opportunity.

Ron. J7. T. TONKIN: We did not have
the opportunity.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, you did.
You referred it to me.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I never had the
,opportunity.

The Minister for Lands: We will bring
the file to light.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wish the Minister
would do so.

The Minister for Lands: I will do so, and
I will read your minute on the file. There
is another appointment you did not leave to
me, and I will remind you of that.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I will be glad to
bear of it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We -will have
another Royal Commission to inquire into
this matter.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: The Minister can-
not urge against me that I sacked any man

of an opposite political persuasion in order
to replace him with a mail of the Labour
persuasion.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot do
it against me, either.

Hon. J7. T. TONKIN:- I am doing it now.
The Minister for Lands: You are trying

to.
Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I am doing it ana

in a way Dot palatable to the Government.
The Premier: He was not sacked; his

services were terminated.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: He was sacked,

and the man who replaced him was put on
by the Government. wxithout any -regard to
ability and knowledge.

The Premier: In your view.
The Attorney General: I think you will

find that to be a very unpopular statement.
The Minister for Works: Do you know

the appointee?
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes; I have nothing

at all against him.
The Minister for Lands: Do you think he

has any ability?

Hon.' J. T. TONKIN: If there were a
vacancy an the board, in ordinary circum-
stances the Government would have a perfect
right to pitt him on and I would not object,
hut let us not forget that this is a Govern-
ment that capitalised a situation that arose
because the' Labour Government had at-
tempted to do something like this, but not
nearly so bad, inasmuch as it never sacked
anyone to make its appointments. This
Government, after protesting its innocence
in this regard said-"We would not do any-
thing like that; only Labour would do it.
Put us into office and we will make appoint-
ments according to ability and knowledge".
That in effect was what the Government said.
But what does it do? Sacks a man to make
room for someone else, which is something
far worse than anything that was done by
the Federal Labour Government in the
matter of appointmentsl

The Premier: There was nothing political
about this appointment.

Mr. Marshafll: You cannot get away
with that.-

Hon. J7. T?. TONKIN: Then what was it?
The Premitr: We shall deal with that

when we come to it.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN. I have little more
to say at this stage. I shell await -with
interest the production by the Minister of
the file.

The Minister for Lands: You will get it
anl right.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then I shall have
a further opportunity of telling the Minister
something more, for I know quite a lot.

The Minister for Lands: I hope to give
you many opportunities.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not necessary
for me to fire off all my ammunition at once.

The Minister for Works: Is the rest of
it as sound.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have sonic for
the Minister, too.

The Minister for Works: There is not
much in what you have given, anyhow.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If an explanation
is forthcoming, we shall be glad to have it.
Explanation there might be but justification
certainly not.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) f 10.23]:
May I congratulate you, Mr. Chairman,
upon your promotion to the honorable posi-
tion you occupy? I know that your adjudi-
cation will be based upon integrity and im-
partiality. I wish also to eongratulate the
Npeaker upon having attained flint high
position. To all members of the Govern-
ment, may I offer my congratulations,- par-
ticularly to the Premicr who, 1 consider,
was the most fortunate Of all. He was very
fortunate indeed. By a series of happen-
ings, incidents and accidents, the hon.
gentleman finds himself occupying the posi-
tion of Premier of Western Austiralial.

The Minister for Lands: A very good
one, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: It was rekrettable
that the member for Nedlands and the
inember for West Perth should have
suffered afflictions that rendered them in-
capable of continuing in the leadership of
their Party.

The Atorney General: Not afflictions.
-Mr. 'MARSHALL: Had they enjoyed

good health, or had the change of Govern-
ment occurred three years earlier, I do not
know whether the Premier would have been
in the Mlinistry. However, I congratulate
hini on his good fortune.

Mr. Leslie:- That is a left-handed com-
pliment.

Mr, MARSHALL: What will be the
outcome of his leadership of the Gov-
ermnent, only tinme will tell. We respect
him as a highly honorable gentleman and I
feel he will make a bold endeavour to lead
his party along different lines--at least I
sincerely hope so-from those along which
he led them on the hustings. I do not want
him to revert to that sort of leadership be-
cause the public of Western Australia will
not be fooled all the time. A wise man once
wrote that you can fool all the people part
of the timne and part of the people all the
time, but you cannot fool all the people all
the time.

The Premier: I have heard it before.

Mr. MARSHALL: I suggest that the
Premier would he wise to take cognisance
of the statement. To the new members,
I also offer congratulations. I rose to
enter a protest against the allotment of
the portfolios in the new 'Ministry, fluxing
the 26 years I have been a member of this
Chamber, what I complain about has never
happened before. I do not (desire to make
any threats, but I want the Premier to
understand .that his Government cannot
possibly eseape severe criticism and con-
stant opposition from me while the port-
folio of Mlines rests in the custody of a man
who is not a member of this Assembly. In
my 26 years as a member, I have never
known of a major portfolio being trans-
ferred from this Chiamber to the silence of'
another place. I am at a loss to understand
the reason why it has been done on this
occasion. It would have been difficult

,enough had Golddields members been placed
in the invidious position of having to deal
wvith a Minister in this Chatmber who knew
nothing about mining, but the Government,
by its action, has stultified any possible op-
portunity for debate on mining matters.

The Minister is in another place com-
pletely free from criticism of his admin is-
tration by Goldflelds members. There is no
Committee of Supply in another place and
no possibility of the Minister's administra-
tion being questioned. So we have a major
portfolio such as Mines resting silently in
the seclusion of another place. Even. those
members of another place representing
Gold fields -provinces will be unable to criti-
cise the Minister or his administration be-



[5 AUGUST, 1947.]

cause that Chamber does not deal with Sup-
ply. What is going to be the positionY Here
we have a major portfolio embracing the
goidmining industry which ranks about third
as a wealth producer in this State. For-
tunately for the State, -this section of the
industry is one the produce of which always
commands a ready market, irrespective of
whether there is prosperity or a depression.
We knowr full well from history and records
that the goidmining industy of Western Aus-
tralia has often saved the situation during
depression periods.

When my honourable friend's predecessor
in 1930 promised normal work and happi-
ness for all, everyone knows what happened.
There was neither work nor happiness for
all; a depression came. The goldmining in-
dustry absorbed about 15,000 breadwinners,
when every other industry had practically
gone out of existence. No industry absorbs
labour in the same proportion as does the
goidmining industry. From now on, unless
there is a re-shuffling of portfolios and the
portfolio of the Minister for Mines returns
to this Chamber, the representatives of the
all-important goldinining industry need never
rise to speak upon it. How can we com-
municate with a Minister who is not in' the
Chamber! This afternoon I found that my
friend, the Chief Secretary, is to represent
the 'Minister for Mines in this Chamber. The
deepest hole he has looked into is the hole in
the lapel of his coat-the buttonhible.

The Chief Secretary: That is hardly a
correct statement.

Mr. MARS~IEALL: This Government can
expect moe to protest bitterly against the
Mines portfolio being transferred to an-
other place. I put it to the Premier that
he would be wise to return it to this Cham-
ber. Never since the Premier or any other
member has been in this Chamber has a
major portfolio been given to a member in
another place.

The Premier: Yes, theme was a Minister
for Lands in another place in my time.

Mr. MARSHALL: Never in my time.
The Premier: Think again.

Mr. MARSHALL: Never since I have
been a member,

The Premier: It- was before you entered
Parliament.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want to go
back as far as the Premier wants to go.

The Attorney General: There was a Par-
liament before the member for Murehison
entered this Parliament.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is the goidmi-ning
industry or metalliferous mining which will
open up and settle the isolated parts of the
State. I am sure of that. 'But what can we
members representing goldfields districts do
in this Chamber while the Minister for
Mines is in another place? 'What is the use
of our making suggestions, trying to obtain
information, or criticising the administration
of the department in those respects in which
it fails I Is it any use our standing up here
and speaking on the subject at alll All the
members who represent gold fields dis-
tricts will have to remain silent, or
say very little. Again, it must be borne in
mind that the coalmining industry is ad-
ministered by the Mines Department. That
department is left to he controlled by a
Minister who is not a member of this Cham-
ber. I do not know whet other goldfields
members and the nmembher for Collie have
to say about the matter, but it will be very
little use for them to make suggestions
about tbe department or to criticise its ad-
ministration while the Minister is not here.

The Premier: You need not adopt that
attitude. Anything you have to say with
respect to the goidmining industry will re-
ceive attention.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister
for Mines to bp in' this Chamber.

The Premier'. All the Ministers' cannot
be in this Chamber.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want a de-
s9patch carrier to go from this Chamber
to another place. Let the Premier under-
staud the position. When we criticise the
administration of the M1ines Department in
this Chamber, the -Minister ought to be here
to reply to us.

The Premier: The member for Murebi-
son will get his reply.

Mr. MARSHALL:- When and how 9 Once
the Estimates are passed that is an end of
the matter.

The Premier: The hon. member will get
his reply on the Estimates.

Mr. MARSHALL:- But how can we get
a reply on the Estimates?

Hon. A. Hf. Pan ton: The Minister for
Shipping is here.

Mr. MARSHALL: flow can we get a
reply to our criticism after the Vote is
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passed? Long before our comments or
criticism will reach the Minister in another
place, the chances are that the Legislative
Council will have adjourned. It generally
does during the discussion on the Estimates.
It is nonsense for the Premier to say that
we can get a reply to criticism. The same
remark applies to the answering of ques-
tions. When we ask a question the Minis-
ter in this Chamber representing the Min-
ister for Mines will reply; hut should we
follow that question up by another without
notice, what is th 'e use of asking the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines to
answer it? He is not supposed to answer
it. He merely represents the Minister for
Mines. He has not the knowledge nor is
his the responsibility for the administra-
tion of the department. I am surprised
the Premier did not suggest that the rail-
ways portfolio should go to another place
also and so silence criticism on transport.
It would hare helped the Government ma-
terially.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister for
Rtailways probably wishes the portfolio bad
gone there.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not doubt that
he does wish it now. The portfolios of
Local Government, Police and similar ones
are insignificant compared with the port-
folios of Mines and of Agriculture.

Opposition Members: And Health!

Mr. MfARSHA-LL: I do not know where
the Assistant Minister for Health is at the
moment-probably resting where any re-
spectable person should be at this hour of
the evening. I assure the Premier that
unless there is a re-shuffling of portfolios
and the Mines portfolio returns to this
Chamber, I shall not be at peace with the
G'overnment. The present position is a
positive insult and may act detrimentally
to the development of the industry. Mem-
hers on this side of the Chamber are, I
think, the only members who have had a
long and practical experience of all phases
of mining. We arc now so circumstanced
that we shall be unable- to express our
opinions on the industry or to exchange
ideas with the Minister. We shall not know
what he intends to do or does not intend
to do, except through the medium of an-
other Minister who represents him. I
enter my emphatic protest against such a
situation. I am not threatening the Gov-

erment and at this stage do not wish to
repeat what I have said, but I shall not
be at peace with the Government unless
there is a re-shuffling of portfolios and the
Mfines portfolio returns to this Chambe<

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. MeDonald-West Perth) [10.38]: 1
think there have been a lot of words said,
but, if I may say so, without any sub-
stance, and it might be just as well if we
tWed to reduce the position to something
like its true proportions. The Leader of
the Opposition, in what was in many parts
a very informative speech, dealt with a
matter of great importance, and that is the
financial relationships of the Common-
wealth and the State. He referred to the
Government as having been fortunate
enough to enter upon the Treasury bench
at a time when-I paraphrase his words--
few Governments had in front of them so
rosy a future. He pointed to ample credits,
to the healthy state of the finances and to,
great opportunities, and he suggested by
implication that unless very spectacular re-
sults 'came, from the Government, it would
not be living up to the opportunities which
it pnssessed or) its entry into office.

Allow me to say at once, Mr. Chairman,
that I think any Government of this State
that is prudent and enterprising should
have opportunities to see the State pro-
gress rapidly in population and resources,
especially after the few difficult years
which arc the aftermath of the -war havet
passed away. But I want to remind the
Leader of the Opposition that these things
will not be accomplished easily, and this
Government has a full realisation of this
fact. The Leader of the Opposition made
that clear when, though opening on such
a note of optimism, he quoted from the
Grants Commission's latest report a state-
ment that the members desired to draw at-
ten tion to the difficult problems that con-
front the States.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They are always
there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, hut
they arc there more than ever in a period
which follows six years of world war.

Hon. F. J,. S. Wise: That is an inte-rest-
ing admission,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is;
and no person who has any sense of values
would possibly overloolC the fact that there
must be a serious dislocation of any coun-
try following a world war.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I am afraid I will
be provoked into quoting some more of
your statements of six months ago.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was also a period preceding the world war.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And subsequent to
it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Those were perliods when opportunity was
very much larger.

Hon. r. J. 5. Wise: And two years fol-
lowing the war.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They are
times of difficulty and those times of diffi-
culty, as the Grants Commission rightly
says-and I take it with the full approba-
tion of the Leader of the Opposition-will
remain for some time to come. But let me
.agree with him at once that as soon as we
can surmount-and the Government hopes
to do so as rapidly as possile--the im-
mediate post-war problems, there should
be for the Government in this State an Op-
portunity to see the exKpansion of the State
on an extensive scale; and we believe that
this can be accomplished and that we will
be able'to play our part in accomplishing
it.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke of the
indiscretion-I think that was his wvord-
of the Premier in his pre-election speeches,
in voicing the aspiration of this State to
regain control of the State's finances. But
I venture to think that that policy and that
aspiration have the complete agreement of
the Leader of the Opposition. In fact, the
whole tenor of his statement to the Premiers'
Conference of last year, which I heard with
interest, was a claim that the Government
of this State should regain control of its
own finances, and at the present time by
public announcements, the Labour Premier
of Tasmania and the Labour Premier of
Victoria intend to lead a campaign at the
forthcoming conference that their States
should regain control of their finances.

So I venture to think that that is their
expressed intention and that the Premier's
remark that the States) -should endeavour
to get control of their finances is one of the

wisest statem(nits of policy he made and one
which has struck a very warm response in
the minds of the electors of this State; be-
cause it has not always been the case that
demands have been made on the Common-
wealth for some protection of the sovereign
rights of this State such as I am pleased to
see the Leader of the Opposition did make
last January when he was Premier. This
Government initends to do so ana told the
People Of the State that that was its inten-
tion. It pointed out that it intended to be
co-operative with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment but not to be dominated by it; that
it "'as zealous, and would be zealous to pre-
serve what remained of our sovereign
powers. For there are not a few people in
the State, mnany of them electors, who will
remember the Commonwealth Powers Bill
of 1943 which was brought down by the
Government of which the hon. member was
a distinguished ornament, and under which
the then Labour Government proposed to
strip this State of practically the last vestige
of its sovereign powers for, according to
the terms of the Bill, the period of the war
and five years afterwards.

Every person in his senses knew that if
we passed over the powers that the then
State Government proposed the people of
this State should surrender to the Common-
wealth Government, the chances of getting
lntck thosepowvers were remote to the last
degree. Fortunately that abject surrender
of our sovereign powers which the then
Government proposed in 1943, *as avoided
by the vigilance of the Opposition and the
opinion of the members of both Houses.' But
I do say to the Leader of the Opposition and
his colleagues that the people of this State
were not unmindful that there were on the
one side parties led by the present leaders
who were zealIous and had fought in 1943
for the State's sovereign powers; and on the
other side a Government whose policy was
and is all sovereign power in the Common-
wealth Parliament at. Canberra and which,
in 1943, had fought to strip Our State of its
last vestiges of its right of self-government.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: That is what the
people of Western Australia voted for by a
large majority.

The ATTORNEY GE NERAL: To a large
degree, yes. I can assure the hon. member
that that influenced their minds to no small
d egree.



68 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. H. Panton: I do not think they
ever heard of it or thought of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The test
was between parties that stood for the pre-
s ervation of our rights of self-government
and a party which stood for the destruction
of those rights, by their constitution, by
their policy and by their actions in 1943;
and we need not go beyond that basic issue
of the rights of the people of this State to
find the reason why they preferred a change
of Government.

Now a word on finance. The Leader of
the Opplosition can be assured that this
Government will fight for the most advant-
ageous terms which can be obtained from
a Government of his own party, now situated
in the Federal sphere; and it will be a test
of the statesmanship of the Labour Party
in the Federal sphere whether this Govern-
ment and the other States get a more just
proportion of the National income than they
have had in the past. It comes back to that,
and there is no escaping that issue; because
it is the Federal Labour Government that
holds this matter in the palm of its hands.
The test is not so much that of the Premier,
but of the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister of
the Labour Government of Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I think you could
say, of any Government of Australia.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
going to speak of the Government that has
been in power for practically all the time
since the war commenced and which brought
about uniform taxation and created these
problems. it now has the responsibility of
solving them.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You do not think
its attitude would be any different from
that of any other Commonwealth Govern-
ment on that point, do you?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
the attitude of a Government of a different
political complexion would be different from
that bitherto adopted by M~r. Chilley.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I do not think so.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am quite

convinced of that.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I have experienced

them both.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When the

change takes place we will be able to get
some practical demonstration of that differ-
ence. 1

Hon. P. J.-8. Wise: We have experienced
it already.

The ATTORNEY GENE}RAL: Do not let
us have any misunderstandings. At this
forthcoming Premiers' Conference the test
will not be that of the Premier, whose
attitude is clear and unequivocal, but a test
of the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister of the
Labour Government of Australia.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Of the Government
of Australia.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mid it
will depend upon his statesmanship. The
Leader of the Opposition -was very fond
of using that word in his address to the
Premiers last year. Whether this Govern-
ment gets what is due to it for its develop-
ment and the expansion of its resources
will be a test of the statesmanship of the-
Prime Minister. As the Leader of the Op-
position ha rightly said, the income tax
a lone drawn by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has risen from £77,000,000 pre-war
to £215,000,000-a rise of approximately
300 per cent. in a few years. To imagine
that the States wvith all the added problems
and coats which they have to bear are being
adequately treated by getting £C40,000,000
out of £215,000,000 is to imagine something
which cannot ho justified by any reasonable
main, and I am all in agreement with the
Leader of the Opposition when he suggests
that the amount distributed amongst the
States should he £50,000,000. I would say
that it might be £60,000,000 or even
£80,'000,000, without going beyond an equit-
able distribution of the enormous, revenues
of which the Commonwealth Government
has obtained control to the exclusion of the
States without, to use the words of the
Leader of the Opposition himself, or the
sentiments he expressed at the Premiers'
Conference last January, any great recog-
nition of its pledged word. I recollect that
I sat in another part of the Chamber when
the Uniform Taxation Bill came on and T
voted for it, although I knew it -would for
a time largely affect our sovereignty ast a
State.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Yoa must have sold
out too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was sold
out!I When people said to me; "You may
find they will not keep their word," I de-
clined to believe them.

4
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Ron. F. J. S. Wise: You do not support
the sentiments in that paper that I read,
that I sold out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In all
fairness and justice to the Leader of the
Opposition, I think he fought well and with
his usual ability for this State in January of
last year at the Premiers' conference, hut I
do say this, that he must accept the re-
sponsibility of having been a member of a
Government which tried -to force on Parlia-
ment and the people of this State, the Com-
monwealth Powers Bill, which would have
left us far worse off than uniform taxation
has ever done. There would have been no-
thing left for us. As the member for Ned-
lands said, "If the Government had had its
way and &oreed through Parliament, and on
the people, the Bill it introduced in 1943,
there would have been nothing left." Nothing
can take that away from the responsibility
of the Government of those days, to iwhich
the present Government is a lineal successor.
So do not let us be too nice and finicky,
even for political purposes and for staging
a debate on the first night of Parliament, in
order to draw attention in whkpf clever fel-
lows we are. Do not let us speak too finely
and nicely about these thing± I

Hion. F. J. S. Wise: That is very inter-
esting, coming from you.

Hin. A. H, Panton: I am pleased to hear
that. I have something I did not intend to
say, but I think I will say it now!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let us
look at the position and reduce it to its
normal proportions. If it is said-and it was
said, but I think not corretly-that there
has been, or was, a failure to fight for this
State in a certain direction, it can be said
correctly that that was so in another direc-
tion, in connection with the Commonwealth
Power5 Bill.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: We will see about
that late;, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: just a
word about taxation. Who is there in this
State, or in the Commonwealth, who has
ay claim to be responsible, and who does

not believe that there should be some reduc-
tion in taxation I The present Common-
wealth Government has reduced taxation to
some extent, but I venture to say that the
best opinion is that there must be a mouch
greeter reduction. When the Premier re-
ferred to that-and I beard him deliver his

policy speech-I thought he was completely
right, and be struck in that one sentence at
what is the biggest cause of our difficulties
of supply today, namely high taxation and
particularly taxation on overtime. The Pre-
mier also referred in -his policy speech to
the fact that taxation was a Federal matter.
He made that perfectly clear. But I believe
that State Parliaments are not meant to be
silent on Federal matters. They are the
spokesmen of the States and they should be
vocal on any matter which they think affects
adversely the people of the State.

I see no -reason whatever why this Par-
liamnent should not make representations to
the Commonwealth Government and expres
its clear opinion that the time has come to
reduce taxation, and do so as a Parliament-
ary body and make its influence felt on be-
half of the State, in the Federal sphere. In
all elections we feel that the other side says
unfair things. That is not peculiar to the
Leader of the Opposition and his c!olleagues.
It is felt also by members of other parties.

I remember something in the last Federal
elections that I felt Wvas about the extremity
of political propaganda. It appeared in
"The West Australian" and in Eastern
States papers in September last, and pur-
ported to be a facsimile reproduction of a
page taken from the speaker's notes of
the Federal Liberal Party. It appeared just
as if it had been photographed. It was
so worded as to damage, as far as possible,
the interests of the Liberal Party and of
Liberal Party candidates. Mr. Chifley was
questioned about it in the Federal' House
and admitted that it had been referred to
him. After he had made that admission
in the Federal House, it appeared in the
State of Western Australia

That document was meant to deceive the
electors and, to my knowledge, it did so.
People came to the Liberal Party and asked,
"How can your party produce such stupid
a 'nd damaging things?" Not to put too fine
a word on it, that was a forgery, Some-
thing directly under the Criminal Code. It
was a piece of paper f abricated to re-
semble a page from the Liberal Party
speaker's notes and it was published on be-
half of a great political party during an
election, in order to damage the other aide.

Hon. A. H. Panton: :0 wonder how much
"The West Australian" got for publish-
ing it?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I believe
it wo'uld not have been published had "The
West Australian" known what it was, and
it was not published again by that paper.
Things are said and written by all parties,
on both sides, that we feel are unfair, and
sometimes very unfair. I have given a ease
of a forged facsimile of the Liberal Party
speaker's notes-which, as the Eastern
States papers said-wvas upprecedented in
the political history of Australia. Do not
let us lose our sense of proportion over
that. There was ample reason for the elee-
tars of Western Australia on the 15th
March to decide that, after 14 years of
Labour rule, it was not unreasonable for
the other parties to be given an oppor-
tunity to show what they could do. That
alone would be sufficient reason. Disraeli
said, in the House of Commons, that every
Government loses round from the first day
on which it takes office. I suggest that,
'with a sense of proportion, we would he
rendering no service to the people of the
State, who sent us here to do their work,
if we spent our time -in recriminations of
this kind as to what happened during an
-election, when in every election things hap-
pen in the enthusiasm of the moment that
would not occur in calmer -moments. I have
already cited an outstanding example of
what can happen during an election.

My last word is about the remarks of
the meniber for North-East Fremantle, one
of our most able and industrious members
who, on this occasion, I think was not doing
himself complete justice. As the Minister
himself said, the sentiments of the Premier'
-and his undertaking to the people as to
the kind of appointments he would make
wvere entirely proper at a time when the
pnbli mind had been disturbed over poli-
tical appointments. It was right and pro-
per that any Party, either the Opposition
,or the Government Parties, should say to
the people, "We will make appointments
according to fitness and knowledge."

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, if you intended
to do it.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: You have not done
that. What about Simpsonl

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know the full details of this matter.

ion: S. T. Tonkin: It would be wise to
find out the full details before saying any
more.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I know
sufficient about it, and if I am wrong I can
be corrected. Members of the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing Board are appointed for a
term. When the term expires, they leave
the board, unless they are re-appointed.
They are not sacked.

Mr. Marshall: No, they are lust fired.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Will you fire the

Commissioner of Rdilways in the same way?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If he was
not re-appointed, his ternm expiring, he would
go out. Hie would not be sacked.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: He would only be
dumped.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the
case of the gentleman concerned on the
Dairy Products Marketing Board, I would
mention that I have mnet him and have
great respect for him. I think he stands
high in the opinion of everyone who knows
him. His term expired and it was a ques-
tion of whether he should be re-appointed.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin: Do you not think he
should have received a letter notifying him
that he was not to be re-appointed?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
that to write and thank a man for his ser-
vices is the proper thing to do.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The only warning he
got was a notice in the "Gazette" saying
hie had been superseded.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
that must have been an oversight. Accord-
ing to my colleague, the Minister for Lands,
his term having expired, the question of
whether hec should be re-appointed was
quite properly left by the member for
North-East Freman tle to his successor.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is not true. It
never came before me.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is a
matter on which we can refer to the file.

The Premier: It came before you. Your
minute is there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for North-East Fremiantle says-I do
not question his recollection-that the mat-
ter never came before him.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you not realise
that the vacancy did not occur until the
8th June, and wre went out of office at the
end of Marchl
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But these
vacancies are usually filled some time
before.

Hon. J. T2. Tonk-in: Not that long before.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
happened here? A most estimable gentle-
man who held the respect of all who knew
him, he had rendered admirable service on
the board for a period of four years. He
was not a young man. I do not know his
age exactly and I hate to speculate about
people's ages. Is not *this gentleman 70
years old or moreI

Hon. A. H. Fenton: Oh! He is 106 not
outI1

The Minister for Lands: He was over 70
years of age.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I take
the bon. member's statement that the man
was 100 years old, and he will agree that
such a person is very old. As a matter of
fact I do not think he is anything like as
old as that-and he is a, very active man for'
his age.

H-on. A. R%. G. Hawke: The same age as
P. D. Ferguson.

Hon. J. ,T. Tonkin: So you replaced him
with a much younger man!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, 'with
a man who was a returned soldier.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- That is good.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I dcvnot
think anyone will disagree with that policy
of the Government in their desire to give
opportunities to returned soldiers.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is not the de-
sire of nll members of the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
our policy.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: According to this
little pamphlet I have, that is not so;i and
they complain about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never
wind about that for the moment.

lion. A. Hf. Panton: We will deal with
that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let the
hon. member keep that for another occa-
sion. After alt, what did the Government
do? When the term expired of this excel-
lent man who had held a paid post for four
years, it thought that a returned soldier

might have an opportunity to hold the posi-
tiou-a much younger man, too.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Are you certain of
that?

Hon. J. T.,;Tonkin: He was not a very
much younger man. He had retired on
supcrannuation.,

The Minister for Lands: At 00 years of
age.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The man
is, I believe, 61 years of age. Having re-
tired on superannuation, he bad time at hi,4
disposal to undertake the work. The miem-
her for Leederville will agree that 60 years
is not very old.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A man that age is;
only a baby.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Fraud
has been mentioned.

Hon. J. T2. Toiikin: Yes, it is fraud.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Here we
have a man who has reached a considerable
age, much beyond the ordinary retiring age
for a civil servant, who has served four
years in a paid post, and it came to a mat-
ter of finding a man for the next tenu. The
offence of the Government is that it ap-
pointed a returned soldier to the position,
a man 61 years of age, with time at his
disposal to attend to the duties of the-
position.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L_.
Thorn-Toodyay) [11.13]: 1 would have
preferred to have the files with me, so that
I could prove to the member for North-East
Fremantle that he had minuted the file to the-
incoming Minister.

)Ion. J. T. Tonkin: But you are going
to bring the fie to the House?

The MINISTER FOR LAND)S: Yes, very
definitely, and some others too. The hen.
member left it to the incoming Minister.
What did I do?

Mr. Styants: Tell us, and we will know.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do not commit your-
self too far, because you are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
shows how faulty is the bon. member's
memory. The file was mninuted to the in-
coming Minister. I made a check of Mr-
Ryan's age and found that he is well over-
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70. 1 decided to carry out the policy of the
Government and give preference to a re-
turned soldier.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Are you certain of
that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Quite de-
finitely.

Hion.. A. R. 0. Hawke: What about P. D.
Ferguson?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am cer-
tain about what I state.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I thought Cabinet
made the appointment.

The MINISTER FOR LA-NDS: The hon.
member knows how the appointments are
made. Certainly Cabinet made the final ap-
pointment, hut I made a recommendation.

Hon. .1. T. Tonkin: I thought so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I made

this appointment of a man who had left the
Civil Service, a man well-experienced and
61 years of age. The position to which he
was appointed was worth roughly about
£12 12s. a year, or £1 Is. per meeting of
the hoard. There was another appointment
that the Minister made. He referred the
matter to the Trades Hall and asked that a
panel of three names should be sent along.
That panel of three names was duly received
and the names mentioned were those of men
holding down good and well paid positions.
The Minister made his choice and appoint-
ed 'Mr. C. H. Wfahh, the secretary of the
Enginedrivers, Firemen and Cleaners'
Union, who already had a good position, and
added to his salary £180 a year by virtue
of the post on the Metropolitan Market
Trust to which he was appointed. I want
Lahour members to know what -was the
policy of their own Minister.

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: That man 'was nomi-
nated by the movement and replaced a
Labour man. No-one was sacked in order to
put 'him on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
no excuse at all. When he was a Minister,
the Ion, member appointed the secretary of
a union who already enjoyed a very good
salary, to a position on the Metropolitan
Market Trust and added £180 a year to his
salary. Personally, I would not do anything
like that.

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: No, you would have
sacked someone.

The MINISTER FOR LANflS: I would
appoint a man who required the position,
one with knowledge. However, I will pro-

duce the file and members can look at it.
There is no doubt about what I am saying.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, there is plenty
of doubt about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will not
go f urther at this stage.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister would
not be wise to go any f urther because he
might commit himself too far.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The bon.
member need not worry about me. When
he wds~ a Minister he stood up to his job,
and I hope I will stand up to mine.

Hfon. P. 3. S. Wise: At any rate, we -will
not do the worrying.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Seeing
that the discussion had proceeded so fair, I
thought it best to explain to members exact-
ly what happened; and I hope to produce
the fie tomorrow to show that the former
Minister avoided making the appointment
and referred it to the incoming Minister.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Just imagine that!I
The Government is defeated and makes an
appointment three months ahead. What
would have been said had it done sot

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Other
appointments were made.

Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: No, I declined to do
so. The only other appointment I made
was at the request of the Premier. I d~e-
dlined to make an appointment to the Potato
Marketing Board until requested by the Pre-
mier to do so.

The Premier: That is true.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is

nll right, hut I am not talking about the
Potato Marketing Board.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are not telling
the truth. That is the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: My
statement is correct and I will bring the file
along tomorrow.

]EON. A. H. PAXTON (Leederville)
[11.18]: I had put mny papers away for
use on another occasion but in view of the
speech delivered by the Minister for Lands
and Labouir in which he emphasised the
fact that the present Government stands for
the appointment of returned soldiers, which
point was uilso emphasised by the Attorney
General, it is as well for me to make the
position cluar.

Mr. Mann: Are you out for an all-nighb
sitting?
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lion. A. If. PAXTON: The hon. member
slioIld talk about all-night sittings!

The CHJAIRMAN: The lion. member
should ilismegimrd imterj-tions and address
the Chair.

liIon. A. MI l'ANTON : 1It the member
rt.r Beverley wantl. an alnhtstighe
(,an hav'e it. but I elaim ,oar' lpriltttionf, Mr.
Chairman, f'romn him.

Thev ([IA IIMAN : The hon. member
shoul n i nl irtK-s the Cbhair andl di sregarid in-
terru Ptionols

lion. A. I[. PAYTON. I have no conm-
plaint2, to make at all about what 1hw Coy-
vrinmeiit is doinig with regard ln appoint-
inents.

Mr. Leslie: Bear, hear!

Ili. A. )L. PANTON:. 1 have no Pomt-
plaint, bemause M1inisters lbelieve, just as I
doi. ini spoils In) the victors.

lion. A. 1'. G. lHawke: Too) right, they do.

Bon, A. a. PANTON: Ever since they
hia va been ins polities that has liveni so.

The A torneYfv Cecral : I am zlta to know
your szentiments with regard to spoils to the
Vimet (it's.

I Iov. A. 11. l'ANTiON: I learnt that from
nialiers sitting, on the Afiniste-CF side of

the IIn'.If time Al toi ncv (im'iil wants
sorn c examples I can give him 19ome very
interestingl ones.

The. Ainiler for Lands : All ynu have to
do is go bsack 14 years when You sacked
every i'vepresemntative we had oni a board.

lioni. A. It. PANTON: And one of your
memnbers sa id that inedtiately they got hack,
out those men would go, and I agreed with
him.

The Minister for Lanids: That is my
policy, . I will put them out all right,

lnon. A. IL PANTON:. They know they
reoin-; they aire ready for- it. reI con-

gratulate thme Glovernment on the appoint-
ment of a publicity offier.

Hon. A. R. G~. Hawke: Another returned
soldier?

lon. A. H. PANTON: It is essential that
a Government should have a good publicity
olliver, anti I think the Minister for Railways
will agree with me that, having got one, he
should take him along in future so that he
will know what the Minister intended to say,

F41

even it lie (lid not say it. I understand that
Andrew Glenjentson has been appointed
Publicity Officer at a salary of £832 to £850,
a year or thereabouts on a three-years'
contract, Evidently the Government iraq
not optimistic about lasting longer than three
years. Ilowever, he has been appointed,
and I congratulate the Government, because
it went out of its way to select a man who
had been very' well trained in the trade
union Iniovment.

I remiember when Andrew Clenientson
wvent to the Trades Hall, at iere stripling,
and 2%r. McCaillun wa.5 going to train him
to become !secretary of the Trades Hall in
6i6 place. That did not eventuate and he
been ic a journalist. He had an opportunity
to receive training at the hands, of a parti-
enlari y good1 man in the person of the latef
Prime -Minister, John Curtin. In the lasq
two or three' years, he arrived at the position
desciibed by another eminent ex-labourite,
who said that the Labour Party was so poor
it was not wvorth while staying with that
party. So Andrew Clementson left. The
signi6ficant fact is that the member for Mt.
Marshall who, in the last Parliament, con-
stituted himself a representative of the
R.S.L. in this Chamber, remaiined silent
about Ibis appointment.

Mr. Leslie: I did not know anything about

Hion. A. H. PANTON: And the hon.
member is a vice-president of the-R.S.L.

M1r. Leslie: I am not.

Hon. A. Hf. PANTON: Thnik Ood for
that!I I thought he wvas. There have been
two meetings- of the R.S.L exeeutiie since
the appointment was made and I have been
anxiously watching to see how far the ex-
ecutive would go and particularly the
member for Mt. Marshall. Incidentally, the
Minister for Lands is a mnember of the
executive. I do not blamie him. He is one
of a team and I should expect him to he loyal
to the decision of the team. But the
Attorney General has come along, followed
by the Minister for Lands, both returned
soldiers, and spoken about this Gdvernment
standing for the appointment of returned
soldiers, while at the same time deliherately
appointing a man at a salary of £800 odd
per annum who religiously and successfully
dodged serving in two wars to my know-
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ledge. He was not old enough to go to
the South African war or I -would have
taken him with me. I want to know where
is the consistency of the Government.

The Minister for Lands: It is not nice to
s;ay of a man that he dodged two wars.

Hon. A. U. PANTON:- Well, he did not
go to them.

The Minister for Works: Is it essential to
bring that matter up here in such a way?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Members opposite
haves flaunted their views about appointing
none but returned soldiers and it is essen-
tial to tell the people just where they stand.
Years ago I remember the R.S.L. secretary,
Mr. Benson, reading a typewritten letter
signed hy the then Premier, Sir James
.Mitchell, which stated-"We stand for the
appointment of returned soldiers." So they
did-with the pick and shovel. I have noth-
ing personal against Andrew Clementson.

The Premier: You seem to have.

Hon. A, H. PANT ON: No, I congratu-
late the Government on its shrewdness in
getting him.

The Minister f or Works: Why not leave
it at that?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I object to two
Ministers standing up and disputing'soine-
thing the member for North-East Fremantle'
brought out and talking this sentimental
stuff about the appointment of returned
soldiers.

The Minister for Lands: flo yon stand
for preference to returned soldiers?

Hon. A. H. PAN TON: No; preference
to unionists, and the Minister knows it, I
told the R.S.L. in 1919 that, so long as it
kept the organisation apart from political
matters, I would assist, and I did so for
20 years.

The Minister for Lands: You announced
in the House one night that you stood for
preference to unionists.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I have announced
it from every platform as well as in the
House. When I have anything to say, I
say it, And do not hide behind the R.S.L.
badge.

The Minister for Lands: Neither do I.
Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Minister

tried to do it tonight, hut did not get away
with iL. I suggest that Ministers give us
some explanation why certain retained sol-

dlier journalists in this State were passed
over for a non-serviceman.

The Premier: Is it not preference to
-soldiers, all things being equal?

Hon. A, H. PANTON: No,
The Premier: Have we to sacrifice effi-

ciency to give preference to soldiers?
Hon. A. If. PANTON: A few -weeks. ago

a case was taken against the Fremantle
Council and the council got out of it by
saying that it was transferring the man
from one department to another, a mnan
already employed. This, however, is a new
appointment;, there was no publicity officer
when the present Giovernment took over. I
think this mnatter should be cleared up;
either that, or the Government should hon-
estly Admit where it stands. The Attorney
General said, "Let us be honest.'' Let the
Government then admit that it does not
stand for preference to returned soldiers on
all oecabions. This is an instance where
applications mnight have been called and let
the best man win. I shall defer offering
congratulations to you, 'Mr. Chairmain,
until another time.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

19a Committee of Ways asid Means.

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mir. Perkins in the (Chair.

The PREMIER: I move-
That towards making good the SujjdY

gzranted to is Majesty for the services of
the yeafr ending the 30th June, 1947, a1 sumn
not exceeding £2,400,000 he granted from
tile Consolidated Revenue Fund, £:400,000
fromn the General Loan Fund and £300,000
from the Public Account.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In the very brief
remarks which the Premier made when in-
troducing this Bill, he made a slight canm-
parison with the amounb of Supply sought
in the first Supply Bill of last year. The
present Bill is seeking Supply for a sum of
£C400,000 in excess of the amount asked for
in the first Supply Bill of last year. I am
wondering whether the Premier will give
the Committee details showing whether
during the past two months, or the past
completed month and the anticipated ex-
penditure of this month, there is necessity
for the increase of £400,000 for which he
now seeks approval. It is a very large
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additional sunt to seek in it Supply Bill
prior to the presentation of the Estimates.
It may mean that he will need, before the
Appropriation Bill is passed, an additional
Supply Bill. I would like thie Premier, if
he can, to give the Committee details of the
major sumis involved in this additional
amount.

The PREMIER:- I have some information
here, and if the Leader of the Opposition so
wishes I will give the Committee a brief
Acecount of tihe additional Supply asked for.
I explained, when introducing the Bill," that
the increase was largely due to the increase
in the basic w'age and the resultant increase
in costs generally. Again, we are met with
a9 heavy expenditure on the South Fremantle
power house. Materials for the power house
are coming to hand, and, of course, money
has to he found for them.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Will they not be paid
for out of Loan funds9

The PREMIER: Yes, that is so. I can
give the Lender of the Opposition some of
the figures. On looking up previous Supply
Bills, I found that there had not been a
great deal of debate on them and that the
information now asked for was given when
the Budget was introduced and the Estimates
brought down. Memhers thcn bad every
opportunity to obtain the information they
desired. Besides, Ministers introduced their
departmental estimates, when all details were
available. Another reason why I did not
bring all the information tonight is that I
realised there would be a full debate on the
Budget and I did not see that any useful
purpose could be achieved by having the de-
h~ate on the Supply Bill this evening.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is vital informa-
tion.

The PREIER: The amount from Con-
solidlated Revenue, £2,400,000, is to provide
for expenditure other than that under special
Acts. Departmental comes to £1,124,090.
The main items are-

Edlucation .. .E. 300,000
Miscellan~eous Services . . 261,000
Police Department . . 0,000
Public Works . .. . 76,000
Public Health and Mental Hos-

pitals .. . . 75,000
Premier and Treasurer . . 66,000
Public Utilities . . ... 1,276,000
The main items under Public Utilities are-
Railways f7....£,000,000
flolilfieids Water Supply .. 48,000
Tramways . . .-'. 112,'000
Metropolitan 'Water Supply . - 45,000

From the General Loan Fund of £400,000,
the expenditure will be as follows:-

Ra1ilways, additions and improve.
ments to railways and rolling
stock .;E. . . 35,000

Trnmwaye, mainly works in pro-
gress, such as additional feeder
cables, additional garage and
Workshops, machinery for car-
barn and amenities at carbarn

Electricity supply, (metropolitan
power scheme will be mainly
responsible for this expendi-
ture) .

Hlarhours and rivers, expenditure
OIL Bunbury and Fremantle
harbour works and improve-
ments to the Swan River .

Water supplies, town water sup-
plies, agricultural areas and
Stirling Dam construction;
C"oldfields water supply renovn-
tions and enlarging of main
conduit, raising wall at Alun-
daring Weir, metropolitan
water supply, Mt. Yokine
Reservoir, construction of 42
inch main, Cnnnington and
Victoria Park, Perth main
qewer diversions and new sier-
vice connections

Development of mining ad-
vances for prospecting and

loans generally
Development of Agriculture
Public buildings, including con-

stnietion of new buildings,
schools and other necessary
buildings .

Hospital equipment, mainly for
Royal Perth Hospital

Welsbpool Industries (Chamber-
lain Industries)

Administration

100,000

120,000t

The Bill is really the Bill of the Leader
of the Opposition.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- I thought so. That
is why I wanted the information.

The PREMIER: I took office after nine
months of the financial year had passed. The
Lcjdler of the Opposition, therefore, has a
good knowledge of the Bill, and I knew he
would have that knowledge before I came
here this evening. I hope the figuires I have
given are what ha is asking for.

Hon. F. J. S, Wise: They appear very
familiar to me.

The PREMIER: I thought they would be.

Question Put and passed.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.
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All Staes.

in accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate and transmitted to the
Council.

House adiournrd at 11.45 p.m.

PEgiz attire O!TDUfl.

W\ednesday, 6th August, 1947.

PAnic
Notion.: Committees for the Session .. ... 76

As to election by ballot.............7fi
Prtonsl explanation........... .......... 77
Remarks as to procedure....... .......... 758
Result of' ballots......... .. .. 7

Bill: Slupply (NO. 1), £.3,100,000, Standing Orders
suspension. ail stages......................79Adjournment, iqieeliil....................79

The l)EPL'TY PRESIDENT t6ok the
Chair at 4.30 pan, and read prayers.

MOTION-COht&TTEES FOR THE
SESSION.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (H1on. H.
S. W. Parker - Metropolitan-Suburban)
[4.341.: I desire to move the appointment of
members to serve on the standing commit-
tees during the present session.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I rise to a point
of order. This has been. a hardy annual
with members of this House. -Although I
was not present yesterday owing to ill-
health, I am glad to know that the Chamber
did the right thing and when an appoint-
ment was to he made, held a baltot. That
is what we should do now. I appreciate
that the Minister himself is not to blame
in this matter, but -rather the Standing O)r-
ders Committee, although the Minister him-
self was, I believe, a member of that com-
mittee. I would like to know whether the
Minister is in order.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Minis-
ter is quite correct in moving his motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I mov-
Thait the following members he appalutett

to serve on the standing committees during
the present session, namely:

Standing Qder.-The Minister for 'Mines4
and Health, I-on. C. F. Baxter and Ilon. U.
Fraser.

libraq.-Itoe., J. G. II islop aiid lion. A.
Thomson.

lr)um. ilum. J, A. lflnimitt, ]]on. W. VI.
flail. . .. 4'. It, %iliain, andu flum. V'. 14
Simpson.

Printing.-loi. E., It. Gray and lion. W,
J1. Miann.

As to Election by Ballot.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [4.361:
1 want to ionne that ballots, he taken in order
to seleel Ihe' Illuibc)rN (f the Standingr Coin-
muittees. As I mentioned before, 1 am very
pleased that the House adopted that method
yesterday with regard to the appointment
;)f the Deputy President. I thank the Mini-
ister for nominating me to the'llouse Coin-
mitter, lint I want members to take this
matter seriously. That was not done cin the
last occasion when I was appointed to the
Rouse Committee. This time I do not wvant
to be on any committee. That is why I de-
sire the ballot to be taken so that these
johs may go round and other members he
gIiven1 an1 opportunity to take part in the
work. The House Committee has started to
do a good job with the real work entailed
,ma its duties. Those members have clone that
rather than act-I shall refer to them by
name if necessary-like some members who
were on the House Committee for 15 or 17
years and did nothing. If Mr. Gray likesq
to take umbrage at 'that, I cannot help it.
The House Committee has started to do
Something now and I want members to take
positions on that body with at view to help-
ing the new Controller of the House. H1e iS
ayoung mnan, although he has been with us

for 19 re~ars and we should assist him in his
task. There were some members who kept
the "Hansard" staff from getting their
meals, but that is ended. That was done by
some of' the younrer members of the T-Touse
Committee-youngper in point of service
with that bod)y-and for the reaszons I have

stomut. T ask for a ballot.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [4.381: T
wouild rel'er you. Mr. IDeputy President, to
Standinir Order .34 which set,. out that, at
the commencement of each session, the Coun-
cii shall "appoint" a specified number of
members to serve on the standine commit-
tees. 'iesteidav we had the cxperienep of


